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Springtime is here!
This is Angie sitting amongst     
the flowers. 
Owned by Vickie Willmann.
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MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT
By Susannah Cooper

As you all are aware due to COVID-19 and concern for the health and 
safety of our members, the PBGVCA Board of Directors has postponed 
our Regional/National that was planned for April 14th – 21st to August.  
The venue will stay the same but due to heat in August we will look for 
a fall date to hold the National Hunt. Thank you to the membership for 
your support and kind words while we were trying to work out the lo-
gistics.  I truly hope everyone stays safe during this unprecedented time.  

On a lighter note, I would like to thank Sue Smyth who organized the 
New York Meet the Breeds at Javits Center.  Thank you for your dedi-
cation and organizing of the event.  A huge thank you to Deb Savage, 
Andy Gerigk, Nick & Pat Reading, Shelley Barclay and Veronica Scheer 
for giving their time and bringing dogs to the event.  There is wonderful 
video on our Facebook page of Not, owned by Deb Savage singing for the 
crowd at this event.  

Hoping for brighter days ahead.  
 
  Susannah Cooper
 President, PBGVA
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Meet Our Members

Joan Burke
Tell us about yourself. Hello, I am Joan Burke, a Min-
nesota native living for the third time in Chicago which I 
do feel is home now. More specifically, I live in Deerfield, 
IL, on over an acre of fenced-in freedom for my pack, 
which I call the J Crew. 

Tell us about your PBGVs. I am the proud co-owner of 
CH Levrier Nain Hervé PCMH PCRH RATO with the 
Hensons and also own his son Westwinds Levrier Nain 
Giroux PCMH. Harvey and Roo are both avid hunters 
with titles. They love to work our yard and make a great 
team. When they harken to the pack, they often gain the 
support of the terrier in the house for the pursuit. No 
rabbit, chipmunk, squirrel, possum or raccoon can come 
within feet of the fence without a hearty howl alerting the 
pack. Thank goodness, the neighbors love my J Crew and 
even give them presents at Christmas! 

When did you get your first PBGV? I received Hervé 
(Harvey Hound) right before Christmas of 2009. I re-
member holding him the whole way home from Milwau-
kee while my sister drove. 

How did you find out about PBGVs? My oldest dog is 

Dugan, a Soft Coated Wheaten Terrier. I wanted a small-
er dog that would complement his terrier temperament 
(and not spar!) and read an article that hounds were great 
companions to terriers. After researching all the hounds, 
I fell upon the cute PBGV or the Happy Hound. Next I 
found the PBGVCA website. I met Lindley Henson, who 
would soon have a litter, and Dugan cleared his compan-
ion test! At Lindley’s urging I went to a hunt test in North 
Carolina weeks before Harvey was born and fell in love 
with the sport. I walked all 8 runs that day in the rain.

What other pets have you had? Dugan my beloved 
SCWT and friend to my two PBGVs. He has been a very 
good (and much needed sometimes) alpha for the J Crew. 
He is a regular at the hunt tests and so wishes he could 
“Tally Ho” too! 

How long have you been involved in the club? 9 years

What activities do you enjoy with your PBGV? Hunt 
Test and Barn Hunt.

What characteristics do you most appreciate about 
your PBGVs? Socialize well with other dogs, happy go 
lucky attitude, lovably mischievous, and gusto for the 
pursuit! 

Megan and David Esherick
Tell us about yourself. Megan is a full time professional 
dog trainer and the owner of The Clever Hound LLC. I 
teach dog sports in group classes as well as private home 
training for behavior modification and service dog train-
ing. Outside of dogs, I enjoy knitting and spinning. Dave is 
retired from a company that tests medical gases in hospitals.

Tell us about your PBGV(s).
MACH6 PACH Clancy’s Capsaicin Rush VCD2 RAE 
MXC3 MJC3 OF T2B PAD PAX MXP3 MXPB MJP4 
MJPB RHX CGCA TKP (Chili) is almost 15 and retired 
but still in charge of the house.

GCH CH Gebeba Clancy Poetic Justice VCD1 RAE 
MXP OA MJP AXJ T2BP SWA SCM SIE SEE SHDA 
THDN RHX NW1 CGCA (Maya) is 13. She enjoys 
scent work and therapy dog visits, especially trick dog 
shows.

The J Crew

With each issue of Saber Tails, we want to introduce members of our Club. We have prepared a set of 
questions for each person to answer to help members get to know other PBGV lovers. Our membership is 
comprised of unique people from all over the world with a wide variety of experiences. But we all have 
ONE thing in common – PBGVs!

Continued on pg. 5
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Dave and Chili Megan with Wally, Chili, and Gromit. 

CH Clancy’s The Wild N’ The Innocent CD RAE BN 
AX AXJ PAX2 MXP5 MXPS MJP6 MJPS T2BP SWA 
RATN PCMH CGCA TKP (C.C.) is 8. She competes in 
agility and will return to scent work at some point.

CH Skycastle Waldhorn of Gebeba VCD1 BN RE MX 
MXJ NF T2B SWA SCE SEE SIE SHDN PCSH CGCA 
TKP (Wally) is also 8. He seems to have found his calling 
in scent work.

CH Clancy’s Poetic Inspiration CD TD BN RAE NAJ 
ACT1 SCN SIA SHDN RATN PCMH THDN CGCA 
TKP (Muse) is 7. She competes in scent work and loves 
therapy dog visits to college students.

CH Clancy’s Curse of the Were-Rabbit VCD1 BN RAE 
MX MXJ OF T2B ACT2 SIN SHDN BCAT PCJH 
CGCA TKP (Gromit) is 5. We are focusing on agility 
right now. At least one of us is!

CH Clancy’s Pumpkin Spice Ale VCD1 BN RAE MX 
MXJ OF T2B ACT2 SIN BCAT PCSH RATN CGCA 
TKP (Spice) is 3. She does some therapy dog visits, but 
agility is a favorite thing.

Clancy’s Down the Rabbit Hole SWN SCA SIA SEA 
BCAT RATN CGC TKA (Alice) is 18 months old. We’re 
competing in scent work right now while she matures 
enough for other sports.

Clancy’s Mischief Managed (Ginny Weasley) is 14 weeks 
(as of November 2019). Right now, our focus is socializa-
tion, foundation skills, and focus for work.

When did you get your first PBGV? Megan got her first 
PBGV, CH Gebeba’s Adorable Dottie CGC, in 1990. 
Dave married into the breed. Tigger gets credit for intro-
ducing us when she ran into a Plexiglass wall to say hello 
to Dave at an agility trial.

How did you find out about PBGVs? Megan’s first job in 
high school was working as a bather/ brusher at George 
and Betty’s Barth’s grooming shop. At the time, I was try-

ing to show my own Golden with little success (I didn’t 
come from a dog show family), so a less popular breed 
had a lot of appeal. I’m pretty sure the first PBGV I met 
was the famous Alexander at a show handling class. Dave 
married into PBGVs.

What other pets have you had? We have a GBGV who 
is retired from dog sports, an Australian Shepherd who 
is Dave’s agility and scent work partner, and a Golden 
Retriever. In addition to the dogs, we have an English 
Angora rabbit, 2 rats, 4 chickens, and a tropical fish tank. 
The other pets live in protective custody to remain safe 
from the PBGVs.

How long have you been involved in the club? Megan 
joined in 1994 when I turned 18. There was no junior 
membership option at the time I became involved with 
the breed. Dave joined in 2003 when we got married.

What activities do you enjoy with your PBGV? We do 
a lot of sports, but agility and scent work are our favor-
ites. The dogs would say hunting is their favorite, but we 
don’t get to do that very often. The breed ring is our least 
favorite as grooming styles have become so extreme. We 
both feel strongly that if a dog who actively hunts can’t 
be competitive in the show ring, then the show ring is no 
longer a meaningful way of assessing breeding stock.

What characteristics do you most appreciate about 
your PBGV? Their intelligence and willingness to go 
along with most activities, but also their ability to hang 
out on the couch and do nothing.

Robert Sweeney
Tell us about yourself. I am really looking forward to 
the 2020 National Specialty. Not only am I excited about 
seeing all the PBGVs and their owners, but I will retire 
two days after the Hunt! This is my 38th year of teach-
ing: one year at The Citadel in Charleston, SC; six years 

Continued on pg. 6
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at Marquette University in Milwaukee, WI and the last 
31 years at Wright State University in Fairborn, OH. My 
spouse of 37 years, Michael Edwards, and I have already 
purchased our forever home in Williston, SC where Mi-
chael and our four PBGVs live while he helps take care of 
his aging parents. I am already transitioning to my next 
career as an aspiring children’s book author. The current 
series is about a PBGV born with a disability. It was in-
spired by one of the rescue dogs we kept and how our 
family of PBGVs welcomed him. I hope to have it out by 
Christmas, 2019.

Tell us about your PBGV(s). We have four PBGVs. 
Ruby, the mother is 11. Two of her five puppies born on 
the 4th of July: Quincy and Adele (Jezzy) are 9. And our 
rescue puppy, Saber, is 3. Although we lost the father of 
the litter, Stanley, a few years ago, Ruby and her five pup-
pies spend every 4th of July together.  Marcel and Holly 
live with Bev and Kevin. Sherman lives with Toni and 
Roger. A great time is had by all.

When did you get your first PBGV? We got our first 
PBGV, Stanley, in 2007. A Gebeba dog, he immediately 
captured our hearts. So, a year later we got an M&M girl 
named Ruby Jean.

How did you find out about PBGVs? Our first dogs 
were Old English Sheepdogs. Since we lived in the coun-
try and had a barn with fenced pastures, the number of 
dogs soon grew to seven. When the last of our pack died, 
we decided that, if we couldn’t have those dogs back, we 
wouldn’t have any more dogs. Then we were invited to 
dinner and met 3-year-old Roscoe and 12-week-old So-
phie. That was our first opportunity to meet a Peeb and 
we were hooked. It was not long after that dinner that we 
were in contact with Betty Barth about her newest litter.

What other pets have you had? Old English Sheepdogs.
How long have you been involved in the Club? We have 
been in the club since 2008. Michael served as a Rescue 
Regional Representative and I am currently Treasurer. 
Over the years, we have brought 15 rescue dogs into our 
home. We kept two – Fozzy and Saber – and placed the 
other 13 with very nice families.

What activities do you enjoy with your PBGV? Five 
of our seven PBGVs (Mom, Dad and the three boys) 
are champions; one is a grand champion. However, we 
stopped showing in conformation after we went to our 
first hunt. The comradery of the handlers and the excite-
ment of the pups makes for an excellent weekend. It is 
fun for the entire family and we have made such great 
friends along the way. Recently, Michael has gotten the 
pups into Scent Work. This is another wonderful way for 
the family to spend time celebrating their puppies.

What characteristics do you most appreciate about 
your PBGV? As every PGBV owner has come to realize, 
each dog is remarkably unique. And I love that unique-
ness. But what they have in common is even more re-
markable. How they exist as a pack. Their ability to tell 
time – try being late with a meal or a walk! Their capacity 
for love. I have enjoyed every day of my life; the days with 
my dogs are certainly the most special. My most special 
moments with the pack are when I return from a trip. Ev-
eryone should be welcomed home the way the Mohawk 
PBGVs welcome me. t

Robert and Sherman

Advertising/Content 
Deadline for 

SUMMER 2020 
Saber Tails 
is MAY 15!
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Continued on pg. 9

The Retired Life of a Petit Basset Griffon Vendéen (PBGV)
Submitted by Dawn Troncale 

My official name is GCH Soletrader’s Maggie May, THDX and I spent six years on the dog show circuit ending my 
show career in 2013 when I was selected 3rd in the Hound Group at Westminster and my grand finale as the PBGV 
National Specialty Best of Breed winner.  My journey from show dog to retired life has been grand and I’d like to share 
my journey with you.

I was born in England at the Soletrader’s Kennel in 2007 and when I was a puppy, I flew to America to Donna Moore 
(M&M Kennels) and to Janice Hayes (Professional Handler).  I lived in Texas for the majority of my show life (in 
between becoming a mom a couple of times).  In 2012, I moved with Janice to Lodi, California, and this is where I 
found my forever home with Tony and Dawn.

Janice and Dawn met in an exercise class and Dawn asked the breeds she was showing in the upcoming Westminster, 
one of them was a PBGV; that would be me.  That was the first time Dawn had heard of a PBGV and she was excited to 
share with her Mom to watch the PBGV at the Westminster.  Dawn’s Mom had shown German Shepherds for over 50 
years.  They watched me on TV and at that time had no idea how our lives would intertwine in just a few short months. 

After the 2013 PBGV National it was time for me to retire, so now what?  One day a chance conversation changed my 
life forever.  Dawn asked about Janice’s latest dog show and mentioned her Mom (Loretta) had lost her last shepherd 
and she and her sister were hoping she’d consider a smaller dog this time.  Then, Janice said “I have a dog that it would 
be nice to place in a loving home for retirement”.  Dawn knew her Mom might still want a German Shepherd but she 
and Tony decided to meet me in September 2013.  The following weekend I went to their house. 

I did go to Loretta’s for a short time and in between I had visits with Dawn and Tony.  Loretta and I got along but soon 
after she had an opportunity to get a young German Shepherd to show.  Plus, everyone could see that I was meant to 
live my life with Tony and Dawn.  They needed me because they had not had a dog in 20 years.  I became their “prin-
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cess” and I’ve been having awesome adventures with them ever since.  Thanks to my show dog upbringing I have great 
household manners and I am an amazing traveling companion so I get to go on most outings with them. 

My favorite hobby is golf. I love golfing! It’s a good thing because Tony is a Professional Golfer and Dawn also plays 
golf.  The three of us have great times golfing.  I particularly like golfing because I get to ride in the cart and my entire 
focus is on the “critters.”  I’ve seen deer, squirrels, rabbits, chipmunks, 
a fox, and in Oregon I saw a marmot.  I usually get to our local course 
at least once a week; The Pro Shop asks if “the three of us are playing.”

We’ve had lots of fishing adventures; my hound-dog instincts kick in 
and I watch the poles and water, waiting for the fish. Lodi is a major 
wine region so naturally I also visit wineries and get to meet people 
from all over.  Restaurants are another favorite of mine, lots and lots of 
patio dining in Lodi and on our travel adventures.  Love the smells – I 
am a hound dog! 

I also volunteer in my retirement. I earned my AKC Therapy Dog Ex-
cellent title by completing over 200 visits to assisted living and rehabili-
tation facilities where I continue to share wags of joy, bringing smiles to 
everyone.

I still spend time with my PBGV family.  My son GCH Fear the Beard 
“Wilson” ended up moving around the block from me and Wilson’s 
owners recently got another PBGV (my nephew).  Our families walk 
the neighborhood, we have a PBGV parade.  Of course, I’m still #1 in 
charge, “The Princess” takes care of her boys. 

My life has changed a lot since I was in the show ring and I am still there in spirit with my offspring carrying on in the 
ring.  It’s hard for dog lovers to part with their “babies” but sometimes the owners and handlers can’t keep all of them.  
I am sharing my story with you because there may be other soon-to-be retired show dogs that will change someone’s 
life by bringing their joyful presence to a new home. 

I’ve now spent over half my life with Tony and Dawn ~ we are a family! t
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In the Field
Submitted by Bruce Toenjes

PREPARING FOR THE NATIONAL HUNT

The National Hunt is always a special time.  Handlers and hounds come 
from all over, so we get to renew friendships with handlers that we don’t 
see at our regional hunts.  

One of my favorite things about the National Hunt is seeing such a vari-
ety of hounds – hounds we don’t regularly see.  The hunt often has twice 
as many hounds as a typical hunt.  So many hounds!  Another reason I 
enjoy the National Hunt is we usually have a number of new handlers 
and new hounds trying our sport for the first time.  Many of the experi-
enced handlers and judges really enjoy seeing the new hounds and pup-
pies in the field for the first time.

If you are one of the new handlers at the National (or at any other hunt), 
you will be joining a welcoming group of people.  You will find that ev-
eryone is ready to answer questions and give a hand.  Hopefully you have 
signed up of the Novice Learning Experience (NLE) or the Puppy Learn-
ing Experience (PLE).  These programs, held on the afternoon of the 
practice day, will help you and your hound get some mentoring with ex-
perienced handlers and field time with experienced hounds.  You should 
also take full advantage of the practice day, and take your hound out on 
the field.  I recommend finding an experienced handler with experienced 
hounds and see if you can run your inexperienced hound with his or her 
pack.  This is the best way to learn.

I typically try to practice twice on the practice day.  When my hounds 
were younger and inexperienced, I would try to take them a third time 
on practice day if there was an opening, but never more than three times:  
more would be too hard on the hounds.  More practice runs of a shorter 
length of time are usually better than fewer runs of longer time.  Often a 
large hunt like National will limit practice runs to one hour.  I will have 
a practice run longer than an hour only is if it is a beautiful day and I am 
practicing by myself (not at a hunt test) – so I won’t tie up the field.  It is 
also good to take your hound on a practice run on each field, if the Hunt 
is being run on more than one field.  That helps you and your hound 
know what to expect on each field once the judging starts.

If this is your first hunt, you may have questions about etiquette at the 
hunt site and in the field.  Most of the etiquette is just common sense.  
When you arrive, you will want to park around the edges of the club 
grounds.  Go to the clubhouse or hunt headquarters and sign up for 
practice time.  You are usually free to set up an awning or canopy to 
protect you and your hounds from the sun and rain.  Many handlers also 
bring exercise pens.  If you have a grooming table, bring it and a comb, 
to remove the burrs and debris your hound will inevitably accumulate on 
your runs.

Let’s talk poop.  Bring your poop bags.  You are expected to pick up after 
your dog in the club area everywhere outside of the fenced hunt field.  We 

Continued on pg. 12
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often hold our events at Beagle clubs, and you may find that the Beaglers 
don’t pick up as well as the PBGV owners, but we need to do our best to 
keep the club site clean.

Inside the fence is a different story.  If your hound poops inside the fenced 
hunt field, you are not expected to bag and remove the poop (although 
you are free to do so).  Instead, you are expected to extend the courtesy 
of moving the poop off the walking path – a task typically done with a 
branch or stick.

A great way to learn is to observe other hounds.  Between your practice 
runs, and during the two days of hunt tests, take every opportunity to 
watch as many runs as possible.  Watch a variety of hounds and a variety 
of handlers.  Your presence on the field for others’ runs will be appreciated 
because as a member of the “gallery” you can help watch for bunnies, and 
yell “Tally Ho!”

Now you are on the field with your hound for the first time.  What do 
you do?  Let your hound go.  Be patient.  Remember: less is more.  Talk to 
your hound much less than you think is needed.  Most new handlers have 
the tendency to talk to their hounds when the hound comes out of the 
brush, or when the hound comes back to them.  This is not the time to 
be encouraging your hound to be your shadow.  Praise your hound only 
when they go into cover, not for coming out of cover.  Praise your hound 
for returning only when you recall.  Otherwise, let your hound go, and 
just watch.  Move your hound only when directed by a judge, to prevent 
disruption with another hound, or to bring your hound to a known path 
of a bunny (which we call “a line”).  Let your hound explore, sniff, and 
hunt.

Expect that for the first ten minutes your hound will be running off en-
ergy, especially if your hound does not have experience being off lead in 
the woods.

This will get you started.  Hopefully you will do the NLE/PLE program.  
Watch other runs.  More than likely, your hound will love the experience, 
and you will be hooked.

HELP WANTED:  JUDGES!

Would you like to see more hunt tests?  If we are going to grow this sport, we need more tests, or at least to maintain 
the number of tests that we have now.  There are some factors that limit how many hunts we can have, and where we 
can have them.  Weather is a limiting factor:  we can’t hold hunt tests in the summer because it is too hot.  Location is 
a limiting factor:  we have to find beagle clubs that are willing to host us, have open weekends, and have good rabbit 
populations.  And we have to have enough judges.

A judge can’t judge every run.  Often judges have their own dogs to run, or are prohibited by the rules from judging 
certain dogs (for example, being a co-owner or having handled the dog in the last year).  Judges are human, and they 
need breaks.  Even in a best-case scenario, a hunt test requires at least four or five judges, and that would require work-
ing those judges hard.

We have a limited number of qualified judges.  Our judges have scheduling conflicts because of work, medical or 
personal matters.  We also have to be prepared for last-minute injuries or emergencies that prevent judges from fulfill-
ing their duties – something we have been very lucky in avoiding, so far.  And let’s face it – none of us are getting any 
younger.  Judging four runs and running your own dogs twice in a day is a full load.  

What can you do to help? Become a judge! You can become a judge once you have a hound with a Junior Hunter title. 
You can work on your judging qualifications before your hound earns that title.  Take a look at the Judges Certifica-

Continued on pg. 13
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Looking for Stories to Publish in Saber Tails
Tails from the Clown Hound Files

We are always looking for stories of hilarity about our zany, cooky, crazy manipulative pups.  
Let us know if you have a story to share!

My PBGV…My Hero
Has your PBGV done something remarkable?  Awhile back, we featured an article by Matt Worthy 
and Paul Han about how their two PBGVs alerted them to a fire in the attic.  The house burned to 

the ground, but Matt and the girls were able to escape thanks to his incessantly barking dogs.   
Do you know a PBGV that has done something heroic?

Therapy Dog
Do you have or know of a PBGV that participates in visiting schools, senior centers, 

hospitals or participate in other service work?

Recipe Corner
Do you have a recipe for treats or food that your PBGV really love?  Please share!

Roving Reporter
Are you attending a big dog show, a hunt or a play date and 

would be willing to provide a write up and some photos?

Please contact Gloria Swaine at SaberTails@pbgv.org

tion Procedure on the Hunt page of the PBGV Club of America web site (www.pbgv.org).  You can start the process 
at your next event, or go watch a Beagle or Basset Hound event, and write your observations to fulfill one of your 
requirements. We need you!

Send in your thoughts for the next issue. Experienced hunters and judges, share your observations. Hunters, send in 
your questions. Let’s improve and grow this sport.  See you on the hunt field.  Tally Ho! t

In the Field - Continued from  pg. 7

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS
WELCOME TO THE NEWEST MEMBERS OF THE

PETIT BASSET GRIFFON VENDEEN CLUB OF AMERICA

Jessie Parson Bohannon and 
Cody Bohannon
220 E 65th Street, 16D
New York, NY   10065
Associate Member
 
Anne and David DiChristofaro
37 Rice Street
Warwick, RI  02886
Associate Member

Don and Jan Goetz
505 Cheltenham Ave,
Franklin, TN  37604
Associate Member
 
Linelle Marshall
12077 Breckenridge Rd 
Groveland, CA  95321
Associate Member
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NOVEMBER 2019 - Congratulations on Your New Titles

Dog Title Dog Name Sire Name Dam Name Owners Name Breeders Name
Champion CH Centerstage Mag-

nificent Heritage
Centerstage 
Sully

Centerstage Char-
lens Charlie

Patricia Whitlock Patricia Whitlock

Champion CH Howling Hounds 
Stormin' Norman BCAT

Marmaduke 
The Rebel

Furtif Di Casa 
Nicolini Rewelw-
cacja Z Galicji

Donna Pangburn Sofia Dunckley

Champion CH M&M Stellar 
Reflection

GCHB CH 
Soletrader Zee 
Or Zed

GCHS CH M & M's 
Calamity Jane

Thomas Sikora 
& Donna Moore 
& Eric Ciceron & 
Janice Hayes

Donna Moore & 
Janice Hayes

Champion CH Mirepoix's Dubble 
Bubble BCAT

CH Night-
dream Cristia-
no Ronaldo

GCH CH Mirepoix's 
Pierre-Jouet CGC

Jan M Zigich & 
Patricia Opper-
man

Jan M Zigich & 
Ross Litman

Champion CH Sun Peak's Legend-
ary Hero Katagnik FDC 
CA BCAT SCN TKN

GCHS CH Jus 
Strike It Rich

GCH CH Jus A Ray 
Of Sunshine

Terry Dennison & 
Catherine 
Chynoweth

Julie Shannon & 
Nancy Phillips

Grand 
Champion

GCH CH M & M Stellar 
Spotify

GCH CH Sole-
trader Right 
Said Fred

GCHB CH Soletrader 
Annie Mac

Janice Hayes & 
Donna Moore 
& Eric Ciceron & 
Wendy Doherty

Sara Robertson & 
Donna Moore & 
Wendy Doherty

Grand 
Champion 
Bronze

GCHB CH Always Mind 
Eraser

GCHG CH 
Celestial Cj's 
Ringmaster At 
Talus

GCH CH Always 
Appletini

Timothy D  
Bryant & Brokke 
Ayala

Tiffany Cannon & 
Bill Cannon

Grand 
Champion 
Gold

GCHG CH Talus 
Stonehouse I'M A 
Travelin' Man

GCHS CH 
Hicotton Can'T 
Stop Rockin

CH Celestial Cj 
Queen Of The Air At 
Talus

Mrs  Cindy Wood 
& Mr  Gary Wood

Cindy Wilt & Philip 
R  Wilt

Beginner 
Novice

Amivelu's Talk Of The 
Town BN RATN TKN

CH Night-
dream Cristia-
no Ronaldo

CH Centerstage 
Defying Gravity 
RATO

Shea Braune & 
Teri King

Teri King

Master 
Bronze 
Agility 3

MACH6 S'Cess Sheriff 
Of Tombstone MXB3 
PAD MJB3 OF T2B

CH Goose 
Creek Mini 
Cooper

Montscess Howda-
U-Like Me Now

Pam Hohrein Shirley Vancamp

Open Agil-
ity Jumper 
Preferred

Mirepoix's Beware Of 
The Dogs NAP OJP

CH Mire-
poix's Stuart 
Weitzman

GCH CH Mirepoix's 
Naughty Girl

Deborah 
Pearthree

Jan M  Zigich & 
Ross Litman

Master Sil-
ver Jumper

Peanut Sam MX MXJ 
MJS XF T2B

Kathy Marshall 
Jr 

Master 
Bronze 
Jumper 3

MACH6 S'Cess Sheriff 
Of Tombstone MXB3 
PAD MJB3 OF T2B

CH Goose 
Creek Mini 
Cooper

Montscess Howda-
U-Like Me Now

Pam Hohrein Shirley Vancamp

Master Excel-
lent Jumper 
Preferred 7

CH Clancy's The Wild 
N' The Innocent CD 
BN RAE AX AXJ MXP5 
MXPS MJP7 MJPS PAX2 
T2BP SWA PCMH RATN 
CGCA TKP

CH Gebeba's 
Orion Of Bar-
dox

CH MACH3 Clancy's 
Bhut Jolokia VCD1 
RAE MXG2 MJS2 
MXP2 MXPB MJP 
NF T2B PCMH CGCA 
TKP

Megan Esherick 
& David Esherick

Megan Esherick & 
David Esherick

Continued on pg. 16
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NOVEMBER 2019 - Congratulations on Your New Titles

Dog Title Dog Name Sire Name Dam Name Owners Name Breeders Name
Agility FAST 
Excellent

CH Clancy's Pumpkin 
Spice Ale VCD1 BN RAE 
MX MXJ XF T2B BCAT 
ACT2 SIN SHDN PCSH 
RATN CGCA TKP

Skycastle 
Yuengling

CH Clancy's Poetic 
Inspiration CD BN 
RAE TD NAJ ACT1 
SCA SIA SHDN 
PCMH THDN RATN 
CGCA TKP

Megan and 
David Esherick

Megan and David 
Esherick

BCAT Checkered Flag Daisy 
De La Chasse BCAT

Seawards 
Ronan

Checkered Flag's 
Saturday Nite Short 
Track Racin'

Mary Fluke 
D V M 

Amy L Barr

Scent Work 
Handler 
Discrimina-
tion Novice

CH Clancy's Pumpkin 
Spice Ale VCD1 BN RAE 
MX MXJ OF T2B BCAT 
ACT2 SIN SHDN PCSH 
RATN CGCA TKP

Skycastle 
Yuengling

CH Clancy's Poetic 
Inspiration CD BN 
RAE TD NAJ ACT1 
SCA SIA SHDN 
PCMH THDN RATN 
CGCA TKP

Megan and 
David Esherick

Megan and David 
Esherick

Scent Work 
Handler 
Discrimina-
tion Ad-
vanced

CH Skycastle Waldhorn 
Of Gebeba VCD1 BN RE 
MX MXJ NF T2B SWA 
SCE SIE SEE SHDA PCSH 
CGCA TKP

Cezar De La 
Font Francaise

Skycastle Souza Megan Esherick 
& David Esherick

James Scharinberg

Scent Work 
Container 
Advanced

CH Clancy's Poetic 
Inspiration CD BN RAE 
TD NAJ ACT1 SCA SIA 
SHDN PCMH THDN 
RATN CGCA TKP

GCH CH 
Gebeba's Rio 
Bravo

GCH CH Gebeba 
Clancy Poetic Jus-
tice VCD1 RAE OA 
AXJ MXP MJP T2BP 
SWE SCM SHDA 
PCMH THDN CGCA 
TKP

Megan and Da-
vid Esherick

Megan Esherick 
& David Esherick 
& George Barth & 
Betty Barth

Scent Work 
Container 
Advanced

Hicotton She's A Heart 
Breaker SCA SBN CGCA 
CGCU

Donat Graf 
Vom Schwerin

CH Hicotton Dance 
To The Music

Beverly Childs & 
Tony Childs

Elizabeth C Cates 
& Genie Hunter

Scent Work 
Container 
Advanced

CH L'Avocat Suivez-
Nous Saturne Bernard 
RN FDC SCA SIN SBN 
CGC

CH L'Avocat 
L'Ourson 
Rouge

CH L'Avocat L'Ourse 
Blanche

Dottie Allen & 
Allison 
McGuigan

Daniel J Smyth 
Esq  & Robert S 
Eisenberg

Scent Work 
Interior 
Excellent

CH Skycastle Waldhorn 
Of Gebeba VCD1 BN RE 
MX MXJ NF T2B SWA 
SCE SIE SEE SHDN PCSH 
CGCA TKP

Cezar De La 
Font Francaise

Skycastle Souza Megan Esherick 
& David Esherick

James Scharinberg

Scent Work 
Exterior 
Excellent

CH CT Bradbury's Cross 
Your Eyes BN RA SWN 
SEE SCA SIA CGC TKN

CH Night-
dream 
Harmonie Du 
Roy

Chaucer Bradburys 
Henrietta

Sue Volkmer Melisa A Cook 
& Mrs  Sheryl L 
Bradbury & Mark 
Bradbury Jr 

Scent Work 
Buried 
Excellent

GCH CH Gebeba Clancy 
Poetic Justice VCD1 
RAE OA AXJ MXP MJP 
T2BP SWE SCM SHDA 
PCMH THDN CGCA TKP

CH Skycastle 
Riddle Of 
Gebeba

CH Gebeba's Jesuis 
My Mother's 
Daughter

Megan Esherick 
& David Esherick

Betty Barth & 
George Barth

Continued on pg. 17
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Dog Title Dog Name Sire Name Dam Name Owners Name Breeders Name
Scent Work 
Excellent

GCH CH Gebeba 
Clancy Poetic Justice 
VCD1 RAE OA AXJ 
MXP MJP T2BP SWE 
SCM SHDA PCMH 
THDN CGCA TKP

CH Skycastle 
Riddle Of Gebeba

CH Gebeba's 
Jesuis My Moth-
er's Daughter

Megan Esherick & 
David Esherick

Betty Barth & 
George Barth

Canine 
Good 
Citizen

Amivelu Something 
2 Talk About RATN 
CGC TKN

CH Nightdream 
Cristiano Ronaldo

CH Centerstage 
Defying Gravity 
RATO

Teri King Teri King

Canine 
Good 
Citizen

Amivelu's Talk Of The 
Town BN RATN CGC 
TKN

CH Nightdream 
Cristiano Ronaldo

CH Centerstage 
Defying Gravity 
RATO

Shea Braune & Teri 
King

Teri King

Trick Dog 
Intermedi-
ate

Amivelu Talkin Bout 
Griffin TKI

CH Nightdream 
Cristiano Ronaldo

CH Centerstage 
Defying Gravity 
RATO

Shawneen Betha 
& Teri King

Teri King

Barn Hunt 
Champion

CH Centerstage Strut 
Those Kinky Boots 
CD RN CA RATCH 
CGCA TKN

CH Charlen's 
Gatekeeper

CH Centerstage 
Rising Star

Teri King Diana Immordino & 
Patricia Whitlock

Barn Hunt 
Master 
Champion

CH Centerstage Strut 
Those Kinky Boots 
CD RI CA RATCHX 
CGCA CGCU TKN

CH Charlen's 
Gatekeeper

CH Centerstage 
Rising Star

Teri King Diana Immordino & 
Patricia Whitlock

NOVEMBER 2019 - Congratulations on Your New Titles

Continued on pg. 18

Leave a Lasting Legacy
through a bequest to the Foundation.

Your legacy will ensure future funding to improve the health of our breed and to assist PBGVs in need of 
rescue.
You can leave a lasting legacy to help sustain our breed through a bequest to 
the PBGV Health & Rescue Foundation.  A bequest in your will may be ac-
complished in a variety of ways:  a specific dollar amount, a percentage of your 
estate or a specific asset, such as a collection, or items of personal property 
may be designated as a gift.  You may also designate a bequest for general use 
by the Foundation, or you may direct your bequest to be used for a specific 
activity within the Foundation.

One may also provide a bequest in a living trust.  A living trust is effective 
immediately upon one’s death.  By including the PBGV Health & Rescue 
Foundation in your living trust or will, you promote and fund research into the health of our breed and you 
provide valuable assistance for the rescue of purebred Petit Basset Griffon Vendéens.



18 Saber Tails Spring 2020

Petit Basset Griffon Vendéen Club of America

DECEMBER  2019 - Congratulations on Your New Titles

Continued on pg. 19

Dog Title Dog Name Sire Name Dam Name Owners Name Breeders Name
Champion CH Mirepoix's And 

The Winner Is
CH Mirepoix's 
Stuart Weitzman

GCH CH 
Mirepoix's 
Naughty Girl

Pam Mccune & 
Jan Zigich

Jan M Zigich & 
Ross Litman

Grand 
Champion

GCH CH Crepu Vis-
age Aged To Perfec-
tion At Stonehouse 
PCJH CGCA CGCU 
TKN

CH Mcrudge 
Centerstage Fun 
Time In Rio At 
Morganmills

GCH CH Crepu 
Visage & Sutton's 
Get The Party 
Started

Beverly & Tony 
Childs & Sandra C 
Bustin

Sandra C Bustin & 
Susannah Cooper

Rally Inter-
mediate

Gebeba Yours, Until 
The Lipstiks RI

CH Gebeba-Clancy 
Quality Is Job One

CH Gebeba's 
Salutations 
Distinguées

Cheryl Champion 
& Betty Barth

Betty Barth

Rally 
Excellent

CH Daisyhill Shines 
Like Justice RE NAP 
OJP CGCA TKA

CH Crepu Visage 
Jolly Mon Sing

CH Sonora Go Go 
Loca

Juliet Franzen & 
Robert Franzen

Mrs  Cathleen M  
Craft & Jo Quintenz

Master 
Agility 
Excellent 
Preferred 6

CH PACH Clancy's 
The Wild N' The In-
nocent CD BN RAE 
AX AXJ MXP6 MXPS 
MJP7 MJPS PAX2 
T2BP SWA PCMH 
RATN CGCA TKP

CH Gebeba's 
Orion Of Bardox

CH MACH3 
Clancy's Bhut 
Jolokia VCD1 
RAE MXG2 MJS2 
MXP2 MXPB MJP 
NF T2B PCMH 
CGCA TKP

Megan Esherick & 
David Esherick

Megan Esherick & 
David Esherick

Preferred 
Agility 
Champion

CH PACH Clancy's 
The Wild N' The In-
nocent CD BN RAE 
AX AXJ MXP6 MXPS 
MJP7 MJPS PAX2 
T2BP SWA PCMH 
RATN CGCA TKP

CH Gebeba's 
Orion Of Bardox

CH MACH3 
Clancy's Bhut 
Jolokia VCD1 
RAE MXG2 MJS2 
MXP2 MXPB MJP 
NF T2B PCMH 
CGCA TKP

Megan Esherick & 
David Esherick

Megan Esherick & 
David Esherick

Parent 
Club Senior 
Hunter

CH Charlen's Blow 
Us All Away RI PCSH 
CGCA TKA

CH Charlen's 
Make Mine A 
Double

Charlen's Lexicon Coady Egan Helen Ingher & Celia 
Hamilton & Lisel 
Hamilton

Parent 
Club Junior 
Hunter

Always Shot In The 
Dark SCN PCJH CGC 
TKN

GCHG CH Celes-
tial Cj's Ringmas-
ter At Talus

GCH CH Always 
Appletini

Mendy Marshall & 
Karen Schlimper

Tiffany Cannon & 
Bill Cannon

Happiness is... KNOW A CLUB MEMBER IN NEED?
If anyone knows of a PBGVCA member who has 
lost a loved one, is sick or is in need of cheering 

up, the PBGVCA would like to send a card 
expressing our best wishes   Contact the 

Hallmark Committee Chair, Sandy Bustin at 
sbustin@verizon net   Sandy will make sure a 

card is sent on behalf of the membership   This 
Hallmark service is free for our members   Help 

us let them know they are not alone during 
their difficult time Receiving unexpected mail!
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Dog Title Dog Name Sire Name Dam Name Owners Name Breeders Name
Champion CH Centerstage She's 

Something Else At 
Talus

Centerstage Sully Centerstage 
Charlens Charlie

Cindy Wilt & Patri-
cia Whitlock

Patricia Whitlock

Champion CH Cj Five Mile Meri-
wether Of Talus

CH Mcrudge 
Centerstage Fun 
Time In Rio At 
Morganmills

CH Cj's Happy 
Go Lucky On Five 
Mile

Cindy Wilt & 
Jeanne Hurty & 
Lynne Florian

Cindy Wilt & Jeanne 
Hurty & Lynne 
Florian

Champion CH M & M Stellar 
Shazam At Bare Tree

GCH CH Sole-
trader Right Said 
Fred

GCHB CH 
Soletrader 
Annie Mac

Minta “Mike” 
Williquette & 
Janice Hayes

Sara Robertson & 
Donna Moore & 
Wendy Doherty

Champion CH Tetu's Jumpin 
Jack

GCHG CH Ice-
age V  Tum-Tums 
Vriendjes

GCH CH M&M's 
Annie Mae Oak-
ley At Tetu

Rebecca Claude Rebecca Claude 
& Donna Moore & 
David Claude

Grand 
Champion

GCH CH Black Maj-
esty Satisfaction

Black Majesty 
Hollywood

Black Majesty Get 
Off Of My Cloud

Brianne Major & 
Madison Schlagel

Iva Raic

Master 
Bronze 
Agility

CH Clancy's Curse 
Of The Were-Rabbit 
VCD1 BN RAE MX 
MXB MXJ MJB OF 
T2B BCAT ACT2 SIN 
SHDN PCJH CGCA 
TKP

CH Skycastle 
Waldhorn Of 
Gebeba VCD1 BN 
RE MX MXJ NF 
T2B SWA SCE SIE 
SEE SHDA PCSH 
CGCA TKP

CH Clancy's 
Poetic Inspiration 
CD BN RAE TD 
NAJ ACT1 SCA 
SIA SHDN PCMH 
THDN RATN 
CGCA TKP

Megan and David 
Esherick

Megan and David 
Esherick

Master 
Bronze 
Jumper

CH Clancy's Pumpkin 
Spice Ale VCD1 BN 
RAE MX MXJ MJB XF 
T2B BCAT ACT2 SIN 
SHDN PCSH RATN 
CGCA TKP

Skycastle 
Yuengling

CH Clancy's 
Poetic Inspiration 
CD BN RAE TD 
NAJ ACT1 SCA 
SIA SHDN PCMH 
THDN RATN 
CGCA TKP

Megan and David 
Esherick

Megan and David 
Esherick

Master 
Gold 
Jumper 
Preferred

CH PACH Clancy's 
The Wild N' The In-
nocent CD BN RAE 
AX AXJ MXP6 MXPS 
MJP7 MJPG PAX2 
T2BP SWA PCMH 
RATN CGCA TKP

CH Gebeba's 
Orion Of Bardox

CH MACH3 
Clancy's Bhut 
Jolokia VCD1 
RAE MXG2 MJS2 
MXP2 MXPB MJP 
NF T2B PCMH 
CGCA TKP

Megan Esherick & 
David Esherick

Megan Esherick & 
David Esherick

Agility Mas-
ter FAST 
Excellent

Peanut Sam MX MXJ 
MJS MXF T2B TKN

Kathy Marshall Jr 

Master 
Agility 
Champion 
7

MACH7 S'Cess Sheriff 
Of Tombstone MXB3 
PAD MJB3 OF T2B

CH Goose Creek 
Mini Cooper

Montscess 
Howda-U-Like Me 
Now

Pam Hohrein Shirley Vancamp

Scent Work 
Buried 
Advanced

Amazona Camarillo 
Brillo BN RN CA SWN 
SCE SIA SBA

CH Asterix Des 
Ptit Bouts De 
Chouans

Amazona Dehra 
Tory Burch RN

Helen Laura 
Goldberg M D  & 
Lora Megli & Ms  
Katherine Howell

Helen Laura Gold-
berg M D 

JANUARY  2020 - Congratulations on Your New Titles

Continued on pg. 20
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JANUARY  2020 - Congratulations on Your New Titles

Dog Title Dog Name Sire Name Dam Name Owners Name Breeders Name
Scent Work 
Interior 
Excellent

Chien Blanc Runnin' 
Down A Dream FDC 
BCAT SWA SIE CGCU 
TKN

Suivez-Nous 
Handsome Harry 
Choper

GCH CH Chien 
Blanc Ease On 
Down The Road

Dorothy Allen & 
Lori L Riley

Dorothea Garrett

Canine 
Good Citi-
zen

CH Mirepoix's 
Dubble Bubble 
BCAT CGC

CH Nightdream 
Cristiano Ron-
aldo

GCH CH Mire-
poix's Pierre-
Jouet CGC

Patricia Opper-
man & Jan M 
Zigich

Jan M Zigich & 
Ross Litman

Trick Dog 
Novice

MACH HeyU The Res-
cue MXS MJS OAP 
OJP OF NFP TKN

Kathy Marshall Jr 

Trick Dog 
Novice

Kriecksides Ohno 
Lucky Loonie OA AXJ 
OF TKN

CH Celestial Cj's 
Night Sky And 
Shooting Stars

GCH CH Krieck-
side's Can U Hear 
Me Now RN CGC 
TKP

Kathy Marshall Margaret Krieck & 
Kristina Krieck & 
Sandra Bustin

Trick Dog 
Novice

Peanut Sam MX MXJ 
MJS XF T2B TKN

Kathy Marshall Jr 

PBGVCA Treasurer’s Report
Balance Sheet  
as of January 31, 2020  
  
ASSETS  
Current Assets  
Wells Fargo $58,532 30 
PayPal 9,689 45 
Accounts Receivable 2,300 00 
Prepaid National Hunt 500 00 
Total Current Assets 71,021 75 
    Total Assets $71,021.75 
  
LIABILITIES AND EQUITY  
Current Liabilities  
Trophy Deposits $620 00 
Prepaid Membership Dues 70 00 
Total Liabilities $690 00 
  
Total Equity 70,331 75 
  Total Liabilities and Equity $71,021.75 
  

Profit and Loss for the   
Month of January 2020  
  
Income   
Membership Dues $4,295 00 
Show Event Income 1,295 00 
Hunt Event Income 20 00 
Gross Profit  $5,610 00
  
Expense  
Saber Tails Magazine $41 45 
Website Communications 1,166 40 
Show Event Expenses 1,214 78 
Total Expenses $2,422 63
  
Net Income $3,187.37
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AKC Meet the Breeds (MTB) was held in New York City 
on January 25 and 26. You are correct if you noticed that 
those dates do not coincide with Westminster. It seems that 
a cruise ship collided with one of the Piers where MTB was 
held last year.  Unfortunately, the damage to the Pier is re-
ported to be so substantial that the city could not afford to 
make repairs.  As result, Westminster has been expanded 
to 3 days of competition (utilizing the remaining intact 
pier and Madison Square Garden).  Meet the Breeds was 
moved back to the Jacob Javits Center and returned as a 
2-day event.

The massive crowds enjoying this event and didn’t seem to 
mind the date and venue change at all.  I haven’t seen actual 
numbers but rumors report that the Saturday attendance 
was in excess of 55,000 and Sunday was in excess of 48,000.

Mid New Jersey PBGV Association staffs the parent club 
breed booth in New York City each year.  This year Deb 
Savage, Andy Gerigk, Nick and Pat Reading, Shelley Bar-
clay and Sue Smyth were there with many PBGVs greeting 
the crowd from 9 am to 5 pm all weekend long.

On behalf of PBGVCA, I want to thank all of our devot-
ed club members who, year after year, spend long hours 
preparing for and staffing both of our big AKC Meet the 
Breeds events (this especially includes Sandy Bustin with 
the Orlando Meet the Breeds in December).

Some of the challenges noted this year in NYC (occurring 
as result of moving back to the Jacob Javits Center) includ-
ed: difficulty finding parking lots/garages, expensive park-
ing lots/garages, distance required to walk back (alone) to 
the JJC from various parking lots/garages, missing Harry 
Miller’s Boys who have assisted with moving in and out in 
the past, and timed unloading in a small unloading area. 
The challenges are not limited to the above but they were 
the most obvious.

The Jacob Javits Center is a huge entity, encompassing sev-
eral blocks in NYC. Unfortunately, while MTB was taking 
place there was also a huge boat show taking place within 
the Jacob Javits Center (on another floor), and a travel show, 
on yet a third floor. This accounts for the parking difficulty 
in that area of the city.

AKC requires coming in early Saturday morning to set up 
each booth (or better yet come into the city on Friday and 
set up).  Upon arriving early on Saturday, there is limited 
parking space in the small unloading area with NYC po-
lice monitoring the minutes permitted to unload all of the 
equipment, dogs, crates, booth decorations and educational 
material from each vehicle. AKC sent out an email desig-

AKC Meet the Breeds – New York 2020
Submitted by Sue Nelson Smyth, Public Education Coordinator PBGVCA

nating certain approved methods to move these supplies 
into the building and to each booth space. Thankfully crate 
dollies were approved. Can you imagine how many trips it 
takes to move a van full of items into a vast, cavernous space 
while looking for your booth number, to hurry and unload 
items and rush back outside to your vehicle and repeat the 
same trip several times? In addition, there is a rule that 
your vehicle may not be unattended while unloading.  So 
while one person is attending to the dogs and setting up the 
booth, another person is moving the items from the vehicle 
to the booth space a third person is staying with the vehicle.

The club members who volunteer to staff our booth devote 
many long hours of preparation in addition to answering 
thousands of questions over a period of 8+ hours, two days 
in a row. Each of us returned home at night.  This venue 
usually requires getting up by 4 am, driving into the city 
at 6 am, unloading and parking by 7 am and booth set up 
by 9 am to greet the enormous crowds.  We finished each 
day by 5 pm, walked to retrieve cars from distant lots in 
the dark to get in line and enter the small unloading lot to 
pick up dogs, etc. (dogs cannot be left in the building over 
night) then spend hours driving back home. In several cases 
getting home by 9 pm (too tired to eat dinner) and get back 
up at 4 am Sunday to repeat the routine. While waiting in 
long lines Sunday night for a space in the tiny unloading 
lot I had a chance to talk to several booth coordinators and 
volunteers.  It was noted that we are all getting older and 
while happy to educate the public about our beloved dogs, 
it is an exhausting venture for an aging population.

You may wonder why I am detailing all that is involved 
with designing, supplying and staffing a breed club booth 
at one of AKC’s Meet the Breeds events. AKC has decided 
to expand the number of cities in which to hold additional 
Meet the Breed events.  Philadelphia will be holding a new 
Meet the Breeds event on June 6 and 7 at the Oaks Expo 
Center and additional Meet the Breeds events will be added 
in major cities throughout the US shortly.

I want to thank the Mid New Jersey PBGV Association 
members for volunteering to participate on this new date 
(and miss the Wildwood show circuit).  I also want to 
thank Michael Canalizo for all of his hard work and for 
sending a survey to each parent club asking for input and 
Amy Hamernick for detailed, frequent communication and 
answering many questions so quickly.

To conclude on a very positive note, Mid NJ PBGV Asso-
ciation truly enjoyed representing PBGVCA at AKC’s Meet 
the Breeds in NYC and looks forward to continuing to do 
so for many years in the future. t
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A little background before we 
get started.  For 30 years I con-
sidered myself a German Shep-
herd girl (at the first PBGV Na-
tional I attended, Janice Hayes’ 
eyebrows shot up, and she 
asked me with a laugh, “What 
are you doing here?”).  It was 
a good question!  Janice and I 
had gotten to be friends during 
the “Charmaine years” and it 
was in the mid-to-late 1990’s at 
Westminster that I happened 
upon my first sighting of a 
PBGV ring.  Not one of them 
were behaving, but they were 
so happy and proud and hav-
ing such a grand time together 
(“roo-roo-roo”) that no one, judge included, seemed to 
mind.  That same week in New York, I visited the Sec-
ord Gallery and there, delightfully, was a pastel by Barrie 
Barnett of a PBGV named Bubbles (owner unknown).  I 
bought it on the spot. Later Barrie would paint a pastel 
of my first Shepherd; these two pieces hang prominently 
in my den.  I decided that week that some day I would 
own a Petite.  And the years went by.  My GSD friends 
would indulge me in visiting the PBGV ring year after 
year in New York.  But 30 years later, as I was round-
ing on my 58th birthday, it dawned on me that unless I 
wanted to do estate planning for a puppy, the time was 
now.  I also wanted to make sure I could give this new 
little friend a good home.  I set about on my “PBGV 
education tour” in 2018 and landed as a week-long guest 
at Jan Zigich’s, invited sight unseen; we had never met.  
Kate Spade became my first love on personality and af-
fection alone, Diesel was my second.  I began to study 
and learn the breed in earnest.  A year later Jan and Ross 
wisely picked out one-year-old Maddie for us.  “A 30-day 
trial!” conceded my husband, but he is a softy, and I knew 
once accepted by our Shepherd, Maddie was here to stay.

Like your own PBGVs, Maddie is happy-hearted and 
gentle with children, curious and determined, adventure-
some, and naughty.  But she is also submissive.  Her fa-
vorite thing to do every morning is bound out of her crate 
and take a victory lap or three with the quizzical Shep-
herd’s snatched toy, then roll over on her back when it is 
wanted back.  So different from a Shepherd, we would 
find her behind couches, behind or under the boxwoods, 
under beds, or bouncing on her back legs at the kitchen 
counter!  She made friends immediately with the neigh-

Maddie – The Therapy Dog 
Submitted by Billye Tezel

bor’s cat and looked longingly 
for her little Maltese friend, 
Percy, when we would pass his 
house. She is busy and bouncy, 
congenial and curious. How did 
we ever live without her? 

Maddie began showing mid-
year with Lois DeMers and 
Marina Rose who welcomed 
her lovingly into their “pack.”  
She rose to within the Top 10 
of the breed in conformation 
in short order during 2019.  
When not showing, Maddie 
began to come to my office 
where, before my session with 
each child, Maddie would greet 

with wiggles and wags and then settle down quietly in 
her crate.  She was a comfort to the anxious child, a de-
light with the children who loved animals, and a pacifier 
(ironically) to those who had trouble settling down.  It 
was uncanny to watch.  If Maddie was not in residence 
(off showing with Lois and Marina), it was always a dis-
appointment to each child.

About six weeks after Maddie began coming to my office, 
I got an email from a woman I did not know who was 
an administrator at a local hospital.  She had heard I was 
“into” dogs.  Did I know of anyone who had a suitable 
therapy dog who could visit her hospital?  The hospital 
had never allowed dogs, but she was determined to make 
this happen, having just lost a patient whose greatest grief 
was being separated from his German Shepherd at the 
end of his life.  She wanted to name the program in his 
honor.  I had done some obedience work with Maddie, 
and explained that, while she was not a Shepherd and not 
“certified,” I would be happy to bring her to meet and 
greet and to fill in while they made their search.  They 
invited Maddie for a visit and then, charmed, asked if she 
could visit weekly.  Her first formal visit, Therapy Dog 
harness announcing her status, was comical.  I had no 
idea what to expect, but I trusted her to sprinkle her joy 
and affection.  During the first visit, four hospital admin-
istrators followed us around to observe.  It was Maddie’s 
formal “interview.”  She was her happy, adorable self, but 
I explained honestly that she was only one year of age 
and, as a scent hound, she could be “naughty” if her nose 
took over.  They seemed charmed by her welcoming en-
thusiasm and undeterred, and so we began.

Maddie showing in the breed ring. 

Continued on pg. 23
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Maddie cheers up a patient in the hospital.

Our first room to visit was the waiting area, where two elemen-
tary school children (not allowed in ICU) sat waiting.  Having 
been there all day, they immediately brightened and asked to 
pet her.  I watched Maddie literally return a little lightness and 
oxygen to the air for them.  Across the room a man whistled. 
“Ma’am, I’ve always had hunting dogs so I don’t know what she 
is, but whatever she is, she is sure a good-lookin’ one.”  (We get 
this a lot.)  Our visit there was brief as we had patients to see.  It 
was three days before Christmas.

We met the first patient with his two brothers at bedside.  He had 
been there several weeks and he lit up like the Christmas tree in 
the corner of his room.  He spoke lovingly about his Chihuahua 
at home.  Maddie nuzzled up to him, face pushing towards his, 
until her nose caught a scent in the air and she made her way to 
the end of his bed.  She nuzzled her head between the slats at the 
end of the hospital bed and placed her head squarely between his 
feet.  She gazed at him intently.  He said, “Ma’am, your dog’s so 
smart.  She knows I lost both my feet to diabetes.”  I was dumb-
founded.  I redirected her with treats to his side, and he gazed 
at her with a tenderness I cannot describe.  She licked his arm 
repeatedly.  It was a lovely moment for them and for me.

Our second room to visit was with a woman who also missed her dog whom she hadn’t seen in two months. She wel-
comed Maddie and spoke lovingly of her pets at home and her neighbors who related stories of them so she would 
know they were cared for.  While she spoke, Maddie tried quietly and discreetly to take her bottom sheet off the bed, to 
no avail, administrators watching.  All was forgiven!  The patient wanted her picture taken with Maddie, and wanted 
it used for publication so “everyone would know how happy I feel.”  The picture you see captures this visit.

Our third room to visit was a grandmother who reminded me of my own mom.  She was worrying over having all her 
grandchildren’s holiday gifts purchased, but none of them wrapped and only a son to figure it out.  She was a true dog 
person.  Maddie jumped up to greet her at bedside and the woman knew instinctively that the smells of the tubes and 
medicine would be of interest.  She offered her arm, delighting in Maddie’s curiosity.  She was gracious and poised, 
but declined a picture, commenting, “I’m funny about not having my hair done!”  (Did I mention my mom?)  When 
Maddie’s nose hit the air and she went exploring, a small attempt to pull the urine bag down, the woman smiled con-
spiratorially at me.  I turned to the hospital administrators, “I told you, she can be naughty!”  But they were by then so 
smitten that in the merriment of their eyes was the answer, “No harm done.”  The woman offered Maddie a treat and 
Maddie was back at her bedside for the remainder of our stay.  It was in these three visits I felt the spirit of Christmas 
the strongest.

Maddie and I received a thank-you text from the hospital liaison the first week of January: “Thank you for all the joy 
you gave to ALL of us.  We are grateful to have our very own therapy dog, if you will accept.  It was therapy for us 
ALL.  We look forward to the new year.”

Who knows what blessings you and your PBGV have to share?  Maddie has been a gift to our home, a connection to 
old and now new and dear friends, and a joy even in her innocent mischief.  Maddie will continue to spot-show and 
visit the hospital weekly.  At this writing, Maddie has a leg or two of her hunt title, so rabbit hunting in January is next 
(Who knew?! - a first for me!)  We look forward to sharing life with Maddie and the adventures that she brings, and 
hopefully, as well, sharing memories with many of you!  Happy New Year! t

Maddie - Continued from pg. 36
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PBGVCA OFFICERS, DIRECTORS & COMMITTEES
  

PBGVCA Officers

President - Susannah Cooper .................858-354-9801
Vice President - Bob Cohen.....................518-877-5552 
Rec. Secretary - Tammy Hensley  ............812-523-1221
Cor. Secretary - Andrea Elledge  .............765-425-5147
Treasurer - Robert Sweeney ...................937-260-0345

PBGVCA Board of Directors

East Region - Laura Liscum ....................617-472-8284
East Region - Veronica Scheer ...............860-354-2617
Central Region - Lora Megli ....................618-751-0862
Central Region - Vickie Willmann ..........765-998-2543
West Region - Jill Otto ............................707-445-2155
West Region - Jo Anne Hacker ...............206-780-2681
AKC Delegate - Helen Ingher .................352-428-7248

Committee Board Liaisons

AKC Gazette Column - Bob Cohen
Audit - Jo Anne Hacker

Awards - Vickie Willmann
Boutique - Susannah Cooper

Companion Events - Lora Megli
Editorial - Lora Megli

Education (Judges) - Helen Elledge
Education (Public) - Bob Cohen
Field & Hunt - Vickie Willmann

Hallmark - Andy Elledge
Legislative - Bob Cohen
Membership - Jill Otto

National Specialties - Vickie Willmann
Photo Contest - Veronica Scheer

Policies, Procedures & By-Laws - Helen Ingher
Rescue - Bob Cohen

Saber Tails - Lora Megli
Social Media - Laura Liscum
Top 20 - Vickie Willmann

Trophy Curator - Susannah Cooper
Website - Veronica Scheer

Mission Statement of the Petit Basset Griffon Vendéen Club of America
The purposes of the club shall be:  To encourage and promote quality in the breeding of the Petit Basset Griffon Vendéen and to 
do all possible to bring their natural qualities to perfection.  To urge members and breeders to accept the standard of the breed as 
approved by the club as the only standard of excellence for the breed.  To do all in its power to protect and advance the interests of 
the breed by encouraging sportsmanlike competition at dog shows, performance events, agility events, obedience trials and field 
trials.  To urge members to abide by the club Code of Conduct.  To conduct American Kennel Club sanctioned events under the 
rules and regulations of the American Kennel Club.  To educate those interested in the Petit Basset Griffon Vendéen. 

PBGVCA Committees & Chairs
AKC Gazette Column - Sue Smyth ...............609-387-3027
Annual Audit - Jo Anne Hacker ...................630-995-1587
Awards -  TBD
Boutique - Debbie Cernauskas ...................630-968-1355
Companion Events - Lora Megli ...................618-751-0862
Education: Judges - Kitty Steidel ..................480-563-3742
Education: Public
     Sue Smyth (East)  ....................................609-387-3027
     Jan Zigich (Central)  .................................218-721-4453
     Cathy Craft (West)  ..................................916-991-0331
Field & Hunt - Charlotte Allmann  .............414-778-1122
Hallmark - Sandy Bustin .............................813-866-7059
Health - Helen Ingher .................................352-428-7248
Historian - Alice McGowan .........................618-639-3456
Legislative - Charlotte Allmann ...................414-778-1122
Membership - Jill Otto .................................707-445-2155
National Specialties - Pamela Helmer ..........609-387-3027
    Megan Esherick - 2020 National............610-203-3228
    Pamela Helmer  - 2021 National ............609-387-3027
    TBD - 2022 National
Pedigree Database - Veronica Scheer ...........860-354-2617
Photo Contest - Coady Egan ........................781-545-0822
Policies & Procedures - Jo Quintenz .............520-889-8896
Rescue - Pamela Helmer .............................410-304-2817
    Sue Smyth (North) ...................................609-387-3027
    Julie  Shannon (South)  ............................281-399-9858
    Teri King (Central)  ....................................515-991-3940
    Sandy Bustin (South East) ........................813-866-7059
    Charlene Pollitt  (North East) ...................412-377-2999
    Susannah Cooper (North West) ...............858-354-9801
    Kathy Zavodjancik (South West) .............602-920-0665
Saber Tails - Gloria Swaine ...........................602-870-3387
Social Media - Gina Lindsey ........................518-817-9288
Top 20 - Sue Smyth .....................................609-387-3027
Trophy Curator - Tiffany Cannon ................713-737-5706
Website - Veronica Scheer ..........................860-354-2617

To see any updates made after publication and Board Liaisons, 
go to www.pbgv.org.
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PBGVCA Board of Directors Meeting Minutes
PBGVCA Board of Directors Mid‐Year Meeting 
Residence Inn, Rosemont, IL 
Saturday, November 16, 2019

In Attendance: Susannah Cooper, Bob Cohen, Robert 
Sweeney, Laura Liscum, Jill Otto, Veronica Scheer, Vickie 
Willmann & Andy Elledge

Absent: Jo Anne Hacker, Tammy Hensley, Helen Ingher 
and Lora Megli Susannah called the meeting to order at 8:09 
a.m. (Central Time)

President’s Report: Susannah Cooper said she has been 
dealing with membership issues.

Vice‐President: Bob Cohen – NTR

Recording Secretary: Tammy Hensley – Absent

Corresponding Secretary: Andy Elledge reported on 2022 
Judges Nominations. 33 members voted. 5 of those mem-
bers voted for judges that had judged within the past 5 years 
so invalid. Letters and questionnaires will be sent to those 
receiving 3 or more votes to see if interested.

Treasurer’s Report: Robert Sweeney reported that mem-
bership dues are coming in as well as money from hunts and 
the photo contest. As of October, 2019 Balance Sheet the 
club has $71,042.49 in total assets.

Delegate’s Report: Helen Ingher – Absent

Old Business:

New Business:
Susannah Cooper wanted to verify hunt classes as to wheth-
er dogs could be altered or not altered. Hunt classes at the 
PBGVCA regional and national specialties are non‐regular 
classes. The dogs in the hunt class are not eligible to earn 
championship points or compete past BOB so they can be 
altered.

Veronica Scheer reported on the progress of the Pedigree/
Health database programming work currently underway. 
This update will improve our search features allowing for 
more advanced searching capabilities and improve the print 
option for pedigrees. These improvements will help breed-
ers identify dogs for breeding purposes based on lineage and 
health test results.

Helen Ingher talked with Susannah Cooper about our pedi-
gree database assisting breeders in choice selection. Mem-
bers are guided by our Code of Best Practices which specifi-
cally exemplifies the breeder’s role as mentors.

The schedule for the 2020 Regional and National Specialty 
submitted by Megan Esherick was discussed. The board ap-
proved the new AKC Temperament test to be held Tues. 
from 6:00‐8:00 p.m. but was not approved to count towards 
the Triathlon. An all‐breed FAST CAT was approved for Sat-
urday from 8:00‐ 4:00 p.m. but was not approved to count 
towards the Triathlon. This event will be held during Na-

tional conformation but the FAST CAT schedule is very 
flexible so dogs could still compete in both events.

David Esherick will chair the FAST CAT and has secured 
enough volunteers to cover the event. The Splash House 
from Brooksville, Ohio has all the equipment to put on the 
event with PBGVCA receiving a percentage of the entry 
money from each entry not just PBGVs.

The Foundation Meeting will be held on Thursday 4:00‐6:00 p.m.
The Board Meeting will be held on Friday 6:00 to 10:00 p.m. 
with dinner.
Nick Reading is the Chair for the Hunt which will be held in 
Gallipolis, OH, which is about 2.5 hours from Wilmington, 
OH. The Hunt will be Sunday, April 19 as practice day with 
the hunt test Monday and Tuesday.

Royal Canin will provide the Welcome Bags as well as sev-
eral prizes for the National. At the Annual Meeting it was 
suggested that Committee Chairs give reports.

2022 National Specialty – A hotel in Seattle, WA is be-
ing considered. Pam Helmer said the room rate would be 
$129/night and the food and beverage minimum would 
be $15,000. Vickie Willmann will talk with Pam Helmer, 
National Show Chair since we thought that was too high. 
The board would like to have hunts at the specialties if at all 
possible. We will also look into St. Louis, MO (not Purina 
Farms) as a possible show site.

Veronica Scheer will do a survey for members to evaluate 
various locations in the western region to hold our 2022 
PBGVCA Regional and National show. The question is how 
important it is to attendees the location be able to accom-
modate a hunt test.

There was discussion with Susannah Cooper and Bob Co-
hen about the contract that was drafted to have the Grand 
Basset Griffon Vendéen Club to join us in 2020 at the Rob-
erts Centre. The GBGV club decided to not join us.

Gloria Swaine, Editor of Saber Tails is asking for $600 to 
help with layout.

Jo Anne Hacker said they had not audited the books yet but 
would be doing so soon.

Susannah Cooper will contact Kitty Steidel, Judge’s Educa-
tion about asking mentors if they want to remain on the 
mentoring list.

Veronica Scheer: At the present time it costs breeders $50 
to be on the list of “Featured Members.” Veronica suggested 
that the club drop the fee to try and get more breeders on 
the list. It would give active breeders tools to list upcoming 
litters, etc. This would only be for club members. The board 
also agreed to drop the $50 fee for the Featured Members 
List. She also wanted to change the name from Featured 
Members to Featured Breeders. Also she would like the club 
to purchase the domain – pbgv.us.org if available. The board 
also approved Cody Egan to continue doing calendars and 

Continued on pg. 26
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PBGVCA Board of Directors Conference Call
Monday, December 9, 2019

In Attendance:  Bob Cohen, Susannah Cooper, Andrea 
Elledge, Helen Ingher, Jo Anne Hacker, Tammy Hensley, 
Laura Liscum, Lora Megli, Jill Otto, Veronica Scheer, Robert 
Sweeney and Vickie Willmann

President’s Report:  Susannah Cooper

Vice President’s Report:  Bob Cohen NTR

Recording Secretary’s Report:  
No additional nominations were received.  Slate will stand 
as presented by the Nominating Committee.
Vice President: Jan Zigich, Duluth, MN
Corresponding Secretary: Donna Bruce, Williamsburg, VA
Eastern Regional Director: Laura Liscum, Quincy, MA
Central Regional Director: Debra Mills, Corsicana, TX
Western Regional Director: Jo Anne Hacker, Bainbridge Is-
land, WA

Motion #12-19-01 (L. Megli, Hacker second) Move to ap-
prove the Board Minutes from 10/19/2019 as revised.  Mo-
tion Passed.  11-0-0

Motion #12-19-02 (S. Cooper, Scheer second) Move to ap-
prove the Board Minutes from 11/16/2019 as revised.  Mo-
tion Passed.  10-0-1

Corresponding Secretary’s Report:  Andy Elledge - The 
vote for the 2022 National judges has been conducted and 
32 members voted. Out of those 32 members 4 members 
voted for judges that were on the list not to vote for.  9 regu-
lar judges received 3 or more votes.  5 sweeps judges received 
3 or more votes.  Andy will send questionnaires to judges. 

Treasurer’s Report:  Robert Sweeney 

Associate Application(s):  Tezel received.  

Continued on pg. 27

the photo contest. All agreed Coady is doing an excellent job 
and would like for her to continue.

Jo Anne Hacker & Laura Liscum: The club donates money 
to the city in which the specialty is being held to purchase 
oxygen masks for dogs which the club has been doing for 
quite some time. Since some areas already have them maybe 
we should donate for something else, like bullet proof vests.

It was suggested that the website have a “banner” that scrolls 
with pictures of PBGVs. Bob Cohen has pictures that can be 
used and put in a photo library. There will be no compensa-
tion for those donating pictures.

Motion #11‐19‐01 (Cooper, second Otto) Move to approve 
the Texas Hunt, January 17, 18 & 19, 2020.
Motion passed.

Laura Liscum: Helen Ingher would like to propose having a 
Facebook Page called PBGVCA Breeders and Owners to be 
established and moderated by PBGV breeders who are club 
members. Breeders could post about their current experi-
ences which might encourage others who are thinking about 
breeding PBGVs to ask questions and get mentoring help. 
Laura will ask Helen to keep developing ideas.
The Health Committee will organize a DNA blood draw and 
an eye clinic for the 2020 Specialty. Two health seminars are 
planned.

Susannah Cooper: The Club Trophy Committee (Susannah 
Cooper, Tiffany Cannon & Sandy Bustin) would like to give 
medallions to those winning (BIS, BOB, BOS, BOW, WD, 
WB, SD, SB & Veterans) which would be 4” in diameter with 
a PBGV head profile and name of club. Date and what class 
they won engraved on the back. These are something they 
could take home and keep since most do not take the club 
trophy nor can they keep it. The cost would be $1800 ($11.00 
each/have to purchase 100) plus boxes that cost $6.95/each. 

Motion #11‐19‐02 (Liscum, second Scheer) Move to allo-
cate $1800 to purchase 100 medallions with boxes for win-
ners at the National Specialty not the Regional. Motion 
passed.

It was discussed that regional and national ribbon sizes 
should be more standardized. The Budget was approved for 
2020.

AKC Gazette ‐ Sue Smyth ‐ none
AKC Delegate ‐ Helen Ingher requested $2000 to attend the 
AKC Delegate’s Meetings throughout the year (4 meetings)
Annual Audit ‐ Jo Anne Hacker ‐ none Awards ‐ Teri King 
‐ $2300
Field & Hunt Committee ‐ Char Allmann ‐ $900
Boutique ‐ Susannah Cooper will contact Debbie Cernaus-
kas, Chair to see if she needs a budget Hallmark ‐ Sandy 
Bustin ‐ none
Health ‐ Helen Ingher ‐ $550
Historian ‐ $250 checking to see if Bryan Helvey would be 
open to getting help for copying for Alice McGowen, Chair
Judge’s Education/Mentor’s List ‐ Kitty Steidel ‐ $1500 Legis-
lative ‐ Char Allmann ‐ none
Membership ‐ Jill Otto ‐ $750

National Specialty Recording ‐ Jo Quintenz ‐ $2000
Pedigree Health Database ‐ Veronica Scheer ‐ Hosting Ex-
penses, Certificate Renewals, Troubleshooting, and E Store 
‐ $1900
Development ‐ $3000
Photo Contest/Calendars ‐ Coady Egan ‐ $900
Public Education ‐ Sue Smyth ‐ $500 for Meet the Breeds in 
FL, New York (none), and Brochures TBD Saber Tails ‐ Glo-
ria Swaine ‐ $14,680
Show Manual ‐ Helen Ingher ‐ none
Social Media ‐ Gina Lindsey ‐ none Trophy Curator ‐ Tif-
fany Cannon ‐ $2000 Club Donations ‐ $2000
Contract Services ‐ Accounting Fees/Legal Fees ‐ $1800 In-
surance Liability ‐ $2000

Next Meeting ‐ Monday, December 9, 2019. Meeting Ad-
journed at 3:00 p.m.

Respectfully Submitted, Andrea Elledge
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AKC Delegate’s Report:  Helen Ingher

AKC Rules votes for December – 3 votes on Friday.  
• Rule change to address requirements regarding attack-

ing a person at a show.   A dog does not have to produce 
an injury to be disqualified.  Bench committee meeting 
can take into account no injury.   – Vote Yes

• Walking gun weimaraner  - Vote Yes
• Miscellaneous Dogs registration  - Vote Yes

2020 National Specialty Report:  Pam Helmer - A prelimi-
nary budget has been created.  Committee Chair reports will 
be read at the Annual Meeting or when committee chair is 
present, given by chair.  A request has been made to the ho-
tel to add more two-bed rooms (rooms with 2 beds) to our 
block.  Judges hotel rooms have been secured.  Hospitality 
chair position is open.

2021 National Specialty Report: Pam Helmer – On hold 
until this National completed

2022 National Specialty Report: Pam Helmer – The board 
decided Seattle is too expensive.  Veronica Scheer reported 
that survey on whether a hunt should be included in a Na-
tional revealed that the membership by 53% (90 votes re-
ceived).   Discussion on using the St. Louis venue that was 
used previously since it had hunt facilities closed.   Pam to 
contact the venue.

Rescue: Pam Helmer – NTR.  Susannah sent email on PBGV 
located in Wyoming (Utah) on Petfinder.   

Saber Tails: Lora Megli
NTR
Second issue of Saber Tails for those who advertised is still 
not occurring. Lora to check with Gloria

Health Committee and Foundation: Helen/Laura
PBGVCA Breeders page – Helen   A Facebook page for 
breeders to share knowledge of raising a litter has been cre-
ated.  79 members currently.   Great conversations.  

Health Survey from OFA base survey has been modified.   A 
draft of the modified survey has been circulated within the 
committee.  The completed survey will be shared with Board 
prior to being sent to the membership.

Old Business: 

New Business:
Parent Club Titles listed in National Catalog – Helen Ingher 
- Vickie (All parent club titles may need to determine ini-
tially.) Per Lora, there is no limitation to add to the catalog.  
Add to show manual and award sections.

National Hunt Poll Results – Veronica Scheer 90 people vot-
ed 53% preferred National to be located where a hunt could 
be an option. 60 dogs had attended the last national hunt.  
Having a hunt at the National is a draw for more entries and 
may interest new members to participate at the National.

Next Meeting:  Monday, January 13, 2020

Meeting adjourned 9:40 pm

PBGVCA Board of Directors Conference Call
Monday, January 13, 2020

In Attendance:  Bob Cohen, Susannah Cooper, Andrea 
Elledge, Helen Ingher, Jo Anne Hacker, Tammy Hensley, 
Laura Liscum, Lora Megli, Jill Otto, Veronica Scheer, Robert 
Sweeney and Vickie Willmann

President’s Report:  Susannah Cooper - NTR

Vice President’s Report:  Bob Cohen announced that he is 
receiving Service Award Nominations. Nominations close 
Friday.

Recording Secretary’s Report:  

Approval for the Board Minutes for 12/08/2019 will be done 
via internet vote.

Corresponding Secretary’s Report:  Andy Elledge – Sandy 
Bustin has sent 32 cards $145.60.   Letters and questionnaires 
have been sent to judges for 2022.  Andy has received re-
sponses from 4 regular judges and 5 sweeps judges for 2022.  

Treasurer’s Report:  Robert Sweeney

December bank statement distributed.
Revised Financial Statements have been distributed.

Robert informed us that the club was the victim of an email 
scam.  An email was sent to Robert purportedly from Tif-
fany Cannon requesting reimbursement via PayPal. The 
reimbursement request appeared to be legit so it was paid 
and email sent to Tiffany.  Tiffany had not requested a reim-
bursement.  After investigation, this is a PayPal scam. PayPal 
is conducting an investigation

AKC Delegate’s Report:  Helen Ingher
Final minutes have not been posted so NTR report until 
those have been completed.   

2020 National Specialty Report:  Pam Helmer
2020 National Specialty Updates from Meghan Esherick:   
Menus have been set with the hotel for the Welcome Party, 
Top 20, Awards Breakfast, and banquet. The breakfast and 
banquet will be plated meals, Top 20 will be a buffet. Rob-
erts Centre will handle set up on Monday with minimal as-
sistance needed from the club- they mostly need to know 
things like how many tables we need. The agility turf will be 
replaced with carpet and the large agility ring divided into 
2 rings (one for breed, one for obedience) during the Wel-
come Party and Speaker on Wednesday night since we will 
be in a different room for those events. The crating area will 
be available on Monday evening for agility exhibitors to set 
up since the trial begins early on Tuesday. The grooming/ 
crating area is shared for all events. Is the reasonable to place 
restrictions on grooming or at least scented products during 
the scent work trial on Wednesday? Breathing in chemical 
styling products will have an impact on the scent work dogs’ 
ability to work. Breed judging doesn’t start until afternoon 
on Thursday, so there is plenty of time for preparing dogs 
for the regional. Our temperament test application was ap-

Continued on pg. 28
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Continued on pg. 29

proved. I need to create a premium list for this event. These 
events are normally open to all breeds, but because of time 
constraints AKC gave permission to limit entries to PBGVs. 
Last year’s winners have been contacted and asked to donate 
trophies and rosettes for this year. Betty is out of town, so I 
don’t have an update on the response. The FAST CAT appli-
cation was submitted on 12/27 and re-sent today, but I don’t 
have formal approval for that event. K9 Splash Zone will cre-
ate the premium list as soon as approval is received. Cheryl 
is working on the premium lists for the show and scent work 
trials. Erica is working on the agility premium. I will submit 
them for board approval as soon as they are ready. All events 
open on 2/17, so I would like to get them on the website by 
early February. Nick Reading has resigned as hunt chair. The 
hunt committee is meeting this weekend and hopes to have 
a solution. Most of the preparation is done, so hopefully we 
will be able to proceed with plans to hold the hunt. The sign 
up form will be live by the time you read this. Sue Smyth 
made the hotel reservations for the judges and is working on 
finding ring stewards. The hotel has rooms available in the 
block, but no 2 double bed rooms. Jan Zigich will present 
Judges’ Education from 8-10 am on Saturday. Sue Smyth will 
do a Mentor Seminar on Friday afternoon.
Respectfully Submitted, 
Megan Esherick

Veronica - Jo is requesting an additional $500 to film Agility 
& Scent work.  

Motion #1-13-01 (Cohen, Sweeney Second)   Motion to pay 
the additional $500 to film the agility and scent work at the 
National. (11-0-0) Motion carried.

Veronica has not received Trophy donation information to 
be posted in club’s storefront.

Vickie Willman reports that there is a person willing to 
chair the hunt, if no other can be found.  Hunt Premium list 
is almost complete.

Registration has went online this week.  5 total registrations 
have been received. (4 members, 1 guest)

2021 National Specialty Report:  Pam Helmer is working 
on something for distribution at 2020 National to give info 
on 2021 National.

2022 National Specialty Report: Pam Helmer contact was 
made to hotel in St Louis.  Hotel is anxious to host.  One is-
sue is the main ballroom is 5800 square feet, but we would 
prefer 7500 square feet, but should be workable.  Tammy 
Hensley to chair.

Rescue: Pam Helmer reported that there are no rescues.  
Rescue has had a low number of applications over the last 
1-2 months.
Saber Tails:  Gloria reported that Saber Tails production 
was delayed over the holidays but is back on track.  The lay-
out should be to the printer by the end of this week with an 
anticipated distribution at the end of January - the first of 
February.  The last national schedule update was provided 
on January 11.  Any changes after that date was too late to 

incorporate into the magazine.

Each advertiser does receive an extra copy of the magazine 
and back copies have been distributed.

The following deadline schedule for Saber Tails for 2020 is 
as follows:

Target Distribution Submission Deadline

February 2, 2020 (National Advertising)  December 29, 2019
April 3, 2020  February 25, 2020
June 30, 2020  (National Results)         May 15, 2020
October 15, 2020 (Photo Contest) August 25, 2020
January 5, 2021 (National Advertising) November 20, 2021
April 10, 2021                                         February 25, 2021
June 30, 2021 (National Results)           May 15, 2021
October 15, 2021 (Photo Contest)    August 25, 2021
January 5, 2022                                 November 20, 2021

To meet the October publication dates, the photo contest 
needs to begin in May or June.  In the past, it began in May 
and June.  The production process after the submission 
deadline is 6 weeks.

The sale on ads brought in only 2 additional ads for this is-
sue - Not the success wanted.  Will be exploring other op-
tions to increase advertising.

Health Committee and Foundation: 
PBGVCA Breeders (FB Group)
We have 97 members and several engaging conversations.  
We continue to add resources to the files section.  
Recently we have been fortunate to have several of our 
member/breeders devote a great deal of time to developing 
a video evaluating an eight-week old PBGV litter.  The video 
is excellent, informative, and I believe even seasoned breed-
ers will learn from the careful explanations and gentle hands 
going over the puppies quoting excerpts from our breed 
standard.  
After careful review by our FB Breeders Group Admins and 
several HC members, this video will be added to the FB 
Group Files.  We hope to eventually capture additional in-
teresting dog-related experiences to share in the Group files 
and on the website.  

Relative to the PBGV breed standing, the 2019 statistics are 
not out yet.  
In 2018, there were 50 PBGV registered.  Breed standing was 
178 out of 193 breeds.
In 2017, there were 62 PBGV registered.  Breed standing was 
162 out of 192 breeds.
In 2016, there were 119 PBGV registered.  Breed standing 
was 149 out of 190 breeds. 

We need to educate our owners, members and breeders with 
as much fact based information we can gather.  I welcome 
your suggestions and ideas to accomplish what is needed, 
such as engaging non-member PBGV breeders to join PB-
GVCA.  Are there Club incentives that could help?  
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Our puppy eval videos will help our breeders become more 
confident in their selections to go forward with their own 
kennel breeding stock.  Another tool, such as the AKC Cer-
tificate of Conformation Achievement could be helpful for 
breeders and owners to evaluate their own dogs, learning 
strengths and weaknesses based on our Breed Standard.  The 
program can be adapted to suit our needs.  

Health Survey – Laura
A draft of survey was provided to the board.   Added mate-
rial (in green), removed some material (in red).   This survey 
would be a tool to get a snapshot of the health of the breed 
at one moment in time.  This survey can be repeated to see 
how our health is   improving.  When this survey go lives, 
we will want to determine what time period to capture; sug-
gestion – “All dogs alive in 2019”.  This will be a blind sur-
vey.  Only OFA will know who has filled out the survey.   All 
PBGV owners worldwide are welcome.  

PBGVCA will have to broadcast that this survey is being 
conducted.   Suggestion for distribution is to place the surv-
ery –FB PBGVCA, Breeders Page, Health Foundation, etc.

Old Business: 
Club merchandise.   Club table was not manned at the Na-
tional last year.   The remaining merchandise has been re-
ceived by Susannah.  Discussion held on how to handle club 
merchandise for this year’s national and going forward.

New Business:
Judges Education
Jan Zigich presented a seminar to a Seattle WA judges group 
on 01/11/2020.
Jan Zigich report:  We had a good turnout of eight judges.  
The seminar was focused and thorough based on the pre-
sentation and discussion.  Judges were engaging and we dis-
cussed all aspects of the breed.  There was a lot of conversa-
tion regarding grooming (tousled and natural presentation) 
but more emphasis was placed on balance.  We discussed 
length of body and the importance we need to place on a 
tactile review - a review that should support what we see 
versus what we feel.  I was able to reinforce the emphasis on 
moderation in the breed - can the dog’s structure support 
the purpose?
We discussed type versus style, grooming versus structure 
and the basic characteristics that make up the breed.  There 
were many slides comparing the PBGV to the GBGV (as 
well as the other two dogs of the Vendéen.  I found this com-
parison vital for the discussion given we are now comparing 
both breeds in the US ring.
I am hopeful all participants walked away with a good re-
view of the breed.  It was unfortunate we had only one PBGV.  

We were not able to have the required four dogs for review, 
which is a requirement AKC lists for full credit.   Jan Zigich.  

Susannah cooper to reach out to Kitty.

Market Place
Veronica informed the board that AKC has a section in the 
Market Place that a user can indicate that they are member 
of a Parent club.  To date 16 individuals have indicated that 
they are a member of PBGVCA, but 1 was not a member. 
The parent club (PBGVCA) has the ability to modify this 
field.  Susannah removed the indicator from the non-mem-
ber individual. It was decided that this should be reviewed 
monthly.    Jill Otto, Membership chair, will  begin regular 
checks.

Website
Veronica reports that there was no response from PBGVCA 
Breeders on the new Breeder area developed on the PB-
GVCA website.  She will send another introduction to PB-
GVCA breeders again. 

Hunt Judge Observation
Vickie Willman reported that an AKC Judge that is applying 
to judge PBGVs came to a hunt to observe PBGVs in the 
field doing what they were bred to do.

Breed Preservation
Veronica introduced a new program for breed preserva-
tion which would include a professional video.  PBGVs are 
going down in numbers. We need to learn how to market 
the PBGV.  Professional educational video and stills would 
assist in presenting the breed.   Suggestion is to start with 
videoing the National Hunt.  This will help get the word out 
on PBGVs and make sure that PBGVCA is known as the ex-
perts on the PBGV.  This is a costly venture.  The group has 
a member who has stepped up and has promised a $2000 
matching donation.  Veronica reached out to Bev Childs 
and she ran into questions regarding clubs support for new 
marketing campaign.  This campaign will be viable prob-
ably for a decade.

Jo Anne is doing a situational analysis on what is needed.

Motion #1-13-02 (Cohen, Elledge Second) Motion to give 
$1000 to this new campaign.  (11-0-0) Motion carried.

Due to Westminster, the next PBGVCA Board meeting will 
be moved February 17th @ 7pm EDT.

Next Meeting:  Monday, February 17, 2020 7PM EDT, 6PM 
CDT, 4PM PDT

Meeting adjourned 10:30pm
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Letter From the 
Foundation President

Chicken Little is a European folk tale about a chick-
en who believes that the sky is falling when an acorn 
falls on her head. There are many versions of this tale, 
but most involve mass hysteria leading to paralysis 
and many little animals being eaten by a fox.

In the coming months, you are going to hear strong 
messages from the Club and Foundation about the 
sharp decline in numbers of PBGV breeders and 
the resultant plummet in PBGV litters. The supply 
of PBGVs has gone from 86 AKC registered litters 
(producing 263 puppies) in 2008 to a low of 18 
litters (58 puppies) in 2017. At the same time, the 
demand for PBGVs has not strengthened. Together these trends foretell the 
possibility that the PBGV could become extinct, along with other low registra-
tion breeds.

These are not hysterical messages from Chicken Little. Our breed is headed 
for a population bottleneck that could have serious health consequences even 
if the population rebounds. Hence, a Club and Foundation supported Breed 
Preservation Initiative has been launched.

To address the supply crisis, the Club has established a mentoring program to at-
tract new breeders and is discussing how to support new and established breeders.

Given how adorable and healthy our PBGVs are, one would think that the 
demand crisis should not even exist. But it does. The breed is largely unrecog-
nized by the general public. Our brochures, internet, Meet the Breed booth, 
and social media presence needs to be upgraded. Many non-Club webpages 
have misinformation that needs correcting. We need a more effective network 
to link potential PBGV families with breeders.

A first step to “market” our breed has been taken. A photographer will be 
present at the 2020 National Specialty to document the personality and per-
formance abilities of PBGVs as they fly through the agility course, hunt for 
rabbits, and interact with families. To jumpstart funding this effort, an anony-
mous donor has pledged to match up to $2,000 in donations. Many people 
concerned about the future of our breed have stepped up and, as of this writ-
ing, $5,000 has been donated to the Foundation earmarked for the Breed Pres-
ervation Initiative! This includes the $2,000 match and $1,000 from the Club.

Learn how you can support PBGV Breed Preservation here:
https://www.pbgv.org/support/pbgv.shtml

As always, we are thankful to all of you for supporting the future of our won-
derful breed.

Laura Liscum
President PBGV Health and Rescue Foundation.
Any questions?  Email Laura at:  laura.liscum@tufts.edu
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Use this form to make a donation to the Health & Rescue Foundation of the PBGVCA

Yes...I would like to make a special donation to help the PBGV!

Please use my donation for Rescue.

Please use my donation for Health.

Please use my donation where it is most needed.

This gift may be designated as simply: “From a Caring Person”   OR it may be made:

“In Memory Of ”   “In Recognition Of ”    “In Celebration Of ” Name ___________________________________

Please indicate if the above is:    a PBGV    another Pet (type) _____________________   a person.

Please notify the following person of my gift to the Health & Rescue Foundation

Name __________________________  Address _______________________________________________________________

City/State/Zip: __________________________________________________________________________________________

This gift is being given by:  

Name __________________________  Address _______________________________________________________________

City/State/Zip: _________________________Email Address: ____________________________________________________

Amount Being Given:   $ _____________________

 Yes...acknowledge donation in Saber Tails  No...do not acknowledge donation in Saber Tails

Please make checks payable to:  PBGV Health & Rescue Foundation and mail to:
PBGV Foundation, c/o Jo Anne Hacker, 10832 NE Country Club Rd., Bainbridge Island, WA 98110

All contributions are tax deductible.

Donate your vehicle and help the 
PBGV Health & Rescue Foundation

Now you can donate your unwanted vehicles to PBGV Health & Rescue Foun-
dation, whether they run or not!  The Foundation has partnered with Donation 

Line who will pick up your vehicle at no charge to you.  You will receive a tax deduction from the 
Foundation.  How great is that!

And not just cars!  You can also donate vans, trucks, boats, motorcycles, jet skis, RVs, snowmobiles 
and even airplanes!  You must have a clean title.  Free Towing!  No hassle.  Donation Line will do all 
the work! Call 24/7 1-877-CARS4US (1-877-227-7487)

You may also arrange for pick up at: www.donationline.com/PBGVHealthandRescueFoundation.
htm.  Either way you do it, a tow company will contact you within 2 business 
days to arrange pickup.  PBGV Health & Rescue Foundation will send you an 
acknowledgement letter for your tax deduction within 6-8 weeks.
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Merci 
Beaucoup

The Health & Rescue Foundation would like to thank the 
following people for their generous donations:

            Rebecca Cole In recognition of Dr. Robert Sweeney & Mr. Michael Edwards
   Anonymous  In memory of John Marshall
   Timothy Bryant For Scruffy, Sam  & Dooble
   Leo Wiener 
         Kathleen Eddy 
  Sandra Bustin  In celebration & in memory of Cooper Medieros
         Alice & Ron Wareham In memory of Odie, a PBGV
       Susanna Stephenson For Breed Preservation
 Minta Williquette For Breed Preservation
 Bev & Anthony Childs For Breed Preservation
 Leslie Pomeroy For Breed Preservation
 Amy L. Barr  For Breed Preservation
 Aaron Slusher For Breed Preservation
 Donna Bruce from Lacey Kennels For Breed Preservation
 Debra Mills  For Breed Preservation
 Robert Cohen For Breed Preservation
 Jan Willis  For Breed Preservation
 Carol Harrell  For Breed Preservation
 Helen Ingher  For Breed Preservation
 Carolina PBGV Club, Inc. For Breed Preservation
 Karen Clugston For Breed Preservation
 PBGVCA  For Breed Preservation
 Jill Otto  For Breed Preservation
 Jo Anne & Robert C. Hacker For Breed Preservation
 Kathleen Eddy 
 Scot Johnson  For Breed Preservation
 Veronica Scheer For Breed Preservation 
Robert Sweeney & Michael Edwards in support of Chris & Roger in the loss of their Belle
Robert Sweeney & Michael Edwards in support of Dave & Fran Keeley on their recent loss of Dave’s Father

The mission of the PBGV Health and Rescue Foundation
is to promote the welfare of the breed by providing funding 

for research, education and rescue.

Saber Tails
Individual Copies for Sale

Additional copies of Saber Tails are available for individual purchase as supplies last   A certain number of over-
runs are produced by the printer with each issue of Saber Tails   If you would like to order an additional copy, you 
may do so now   Purchase price is $10 00 for each copy - includes postage for those mailed to addresses in the 
United States   Additional postage required for overseas delivery 

Send requests to Gloria Swaine at SaberTails@pbgv org   Send checks made payable to PBGVCA to PBGVCA, PO 
Box 9416, Phoenix, AZ  85068   Be sure to include a note with your payment indicating the check is for additional 
Saber Tails  and confirm to quantity being ordered and the delivery address 



SABER TAILS ADVERTISING RATES AND RULES
ADS CREATED BY SABER TAILS

Saber Tails is working to develop a team who will be able to create your ad at no 
charge.  If you are interested in becoming part of this team, please contact Gloria 
Swaine at SaberTails@pbgv.org. 

DIGITAL ADS AND SCANS
Digital Files: All digital ads and scans must be a 300 dpi or higher and saved 
as a jpg, tif, eps, png or pdf file type   Pdfs must be 300 dpi resolution and 
saved at Press Quality with fonts embedded in order to maximize resolution   
Help us make your ad look its best!

PUBLICATION DEADLINES
Ad Materials, Ariticles, Photos and Reports due by:

Spring Issue -  February 25th
Summer Issue - May 15th

Fall Issue - August 25th
Winter Issue - November 20th

Notification of intent to place an ad by the 1st of the month is appreciated.

Ad deadlines are subject to change based on notification from the printer   
Any changes will be published online at pbgv org and will be sent to the 
membership via email blast   

In order to ensure a timely delivery date, please submit all ads by the deadlines 
listed above. 

EDITOR ADDRESS FOR ADS AND SUBMISSIONS:
Send ad materials, articles, photos and reports to:

Gloria Swaine, Editor
P O  Box 9416, Phoenix, AZ  85068

Send digital files by email to: 
SaberTails@pbgv org

602-870-3387

Please make ad payment checks to PVBGVCA
Pay with PayPal at www pbgvca com/stadrates html

Advertising rates quoted above are for PBGVCA members only.  
Advertising rates for commercial entities and non-members are available at 150% published rates as space is available.

NOTE:  NO ADVERTISING WILL BE ACCEPTED FOR DOG(S) OWNED/CO-OWNED 
BY A PERSON WHO HAS BEEN EXPELLED FROM THE CLUB 

ADVERTISING RATES 
(Members Only)

Black & White Ads
Centerfold (two pages)            $200 00
Pages 2, 3                                       $ 75 00
Full Page                                         $ 55 00
Half Page                                         $ 35 00
Quarter Page                                  $ 25 00
Business Cards (full year)          $ 40 00

Color Ads
Centerfold (two pages)            $350 00
Back Cover                                      $250 00
Pages 2, 3                                       $175 00
Full Page                                          $ 150 00
Half Page                                         $ 75 00

All full page advertisers get an addi-
tional FREE copy of the issue in which 
the ad appears 

CONTRACT RATES
Rates are for four consecutive            
issues and must be paid in full in 
advance of the first publication. 
Members only.

Centerfold (two pages)          $1200 00
Back Cover                                      $900 00
Pages 2, 3                                       $700 00
Full Page                                         $ 500 00
Half Page                                         $ 250 00
Centerfold (two pages) B/W    $ 700 00
Inside Cover B/W                          $700 00
Full Page B/W                                $ 200 00
Half Page (B/W)                           $ 120 00
Quarter Page                                  $ 25 00

RESERVE YOUR AD
Payment Information

To reserve your ad space in Saber Tails, 
email Gloria Swaine at SaberTails@
pbgv org or call 602-870-3387  

Send Payments to address listed at 
right or via PayPal 

Ad space wil not be held without 
payment.  

Deposits are non-refundable.

SUBSCRIPTIONS
Saber Tails is published quarterly and is sent free to all PBGVCA members.  Non-mem-
bers may subscribe at $50.00 USD per year.  Contact Gloria Swaine regarding overseas 
subscriptions.  To order a subscription, send check or money order payable to PBGVCA 
to Gloria Swaine, Editor, at the above address.




