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HEALTH & GENETICS COMMITTEE  

Petit Basset Griffon Vendeen Club of America 
HEALTH & GENETICS SUBCOMMITTEE 

MISSION STATEMENT 

To have the most current information readily available for providing optimal health care and for making wise 
choices in managing breed-specific health care issues. 

GOALS AND OBJECTIVES 

• To develop and maintain educational information targeted to general health care of the PBGV. 
• To develop and maintain a knowledge base of medical problems specific to the PBGV including clinical 

resources to assist with diagnoses, treatment and management of breed specific health issues. 
• To have the resources available to assist PBGV breeders and owners in making decisions for the health 

and welfare of the breed  

 
COMMITTEE STATUS as of April 30, 2000  

Efforts to address health care and disease management in the PBGV made by the Petit Basset Griffon Vendeen 
Club of America since its inception have included a health column in Saber Tails, a number of health-related 
educational opportunities and a PBGV Health Survey completed in 1994. The quality of these activities has been 
excellent, however, they were, for the most part, undertaken by isolated individuals/groups rather than directed by a 
an overall health evaluation and education plan approved and supported by the PBGVCA Board of Directors. In 
some part due to the lack of a comprehensive health and genetics plan supported by the Board and by the 
PBGVCA membership, some projects have had little chance of succeeding. 

The PBGVCA Board at its 1999 midyear meeting elected to reorganize the Health and Genetics Committee 
structure. The Board named a Project Manager to develop a project plan and to coordinate health or genetics 
related projects. A Project outline has been developed which will lay the groundwork for developing a full Project 
Work Plan. Twenty people have volunteered to work on this committee. Current volunteers represent a variety of 
knowledge and skills, although additional volunteer resources will probably be needed to address several Health & 
Genetics projects being considered. H & G volunteers have been identified to provide the expertise and the 
coordination of an H & G education and information program. 

PURPOSE 
Identify and make available to PBGVCA members, veterinarians and others who are interested or are in need of, 
up-to-date information, data and other resources on health and disease management of PBGVs. 

STRATEGIC PLAN 
1.The most immediate and important action is to address the pervasive low club morale with respect to health and 
genetics issues by continuing to organize and encourage the new group of enthusiastic Health & Genetics 
volunteers. Some project leaders will be appointed to oversee the development and implementation of initial 
projects, with additional management and leadership roles assigned as necessary. Non-controversial projects, 
which can be quickly and easily developed, will be undertaken to get momentum going, to determine interest of 
membership in participating in health and genetics related projects, and to determine the extent of available 
volunteer resources and additional skills that may be needed for future projects. 

2. While the immediate morale boosting and initial project efforts are being addressed, the overall Project Work 
Plan needs to be expanded. Key initial elements include finalizing organizational, project and communications 
diagrams, completion of a strategic plan for the short term, goals and objects for initial projects. Information and 
data obtained from these initial projects will provide direction in developing a comprehensive Health and Genetics 
plan.  
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3. Board approval and active support are critical to the success of this committee. The PBGVCA Board in 
Albuquerque endorsed the abbreviated Project Plan including reporting and decision-making mechanisms May 5-6, 
2000. Periodic reports on Committee activities will be provided to the Board and to the Club Membership. 

4. The initial H&G work plan outline included the development of a general H&G educational program for club 
members and others interested in PBGVs, as well as a Resource Library that would incorporate clinical, diagnostic 
and treatment related information and resources. For the immediate future, these two projects will be combined as 
the Information and Resource Library. Our initial project is a 50-page booklet that should prove to be a valuable 
resource for both new and long-time Club members. Shelley Barclay coordinated this project with major input by 
Kasmin Davis, DVM and additional assistance from other H & G volunteers. The booklet was first available to Club 
members at the New Mexico Nationals. Methods to make the booklet available to other current and new Club 
members and to others who may be interested are being addressed. The H & G Committee can make health and 
genetic related resources and project results available to the PBGVCA Public Education Program (PEC), or can 
make the information available to the membership directly. 

5. A PBGV general health questionnaire has been developed. Questionnaire objectives are: 

• To establish the level of willingness of membership and others in participating in a future general health 
survey, and determine how many dogs might be included in responding to such a survey. 

• To determine the current level of participation of membership and others in open or closed registries 
(CERF, OFA, GDC, etc.) 

• To obtain on overall picture of PBGV owner practices such as health care maintenance. 

A health questionnaire has been designed to be easily completed and will provide data necessary to address the 
listed objectives. The questionnaire is essentially ready for mailing, but there is a short hold while H&G Committee 
members consider an opportunity to tie our questionnaire in with Dr. Padgett, who has being asked to give a one-
day presentation on canine genetics. The H&G committee is discussing tailoring some of the questions to provide 
more specific data for analysis by Dr. Padgett.  

H & G volunteers Mary Fluke, DVM, Kasmin Davis, DVM, Joan Mann, Nancy Sandoval, and George and Peggy 
Jensen developed the questionnaire. Karen Kennedy has volunteered to do all of the mailing. Reports and other 
information identified will be made widely available.  

6. Jo Brickwell and Helen Ingher have developed an initial plan for participation in health registries, both open 
(GDC) and closed (CERF, OFA). The PBGVCA Board endorsed specific recommendations for club and 
membership involvement, particularly in the area of education. 

7. A budget has been identified to complete these projects. The Health & Rescue Foundation of PBGVCA will 
provide funding. 

8. Joan Mann will coordinate communications regarding the activities of the H&G Committee. Information regarding 
H & G activities will be made available through the PBGVCA website and through Saber Tails. Suggestions from 
Club membership will be encouraged. 

9. The H & G Committee is formed as an active, workgroup. Volunteers are expected to commit to a high level of 
participation. Peggy and George Jensen are developing a system for recruiting H&G volunteers based on the 
existing PBGVCA membership database. 

For more information, please contact Lauren Kovaleff at LKova@aol.com or by writing to her at 

Lauren Kovaleff 
2560 Rolling Hills Ct. 
Alamo, CA 94507 
fax (925) 646-4379) 


