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Obedience Corner      

Th e mailman has dropped off  your daily bundle of recycling 
material. Too bad, there is no check in there for winning the 
lottery or congratulations from Publisher’s Clearing House. 
Th ere is some good mail though – the premium list for the 
PBGV regional and national specialties.  As you look through 
it, you remember that you had decided this was the year you 
were going to enter obedience. 

For the past few months you’ve been training your dog regu-
larly. In your opinion, your fuzzy little friend is ready for the 
obedience ring. An equally important question to consider 
is are you ready? If you are, then what should you expect in 
obedience?

Obedience has been a part of AKC competitions much longer 
than rally or agility. Th e biggest diff erence is you are penalized 
for talking to your dog during exercises in obedience. In rally 
or agility you are able to carry on a long conversation, beg, 
plead, and make bargains with your dog while you are in the 
ring. In obedience, talking to the dog is allowed only to give 
commands for each exercise, and for praise between exercises. 

Obedience is considered a performance event. You and your 
dog are doing a dance together. Sometimes it fl ows smoothly 
and beautifully around the ring. Other times the performance 
is the comic relief for the day. I have been both in the past, 
and will achieve each again in the future. 

Your training sessions between now and the specialty need to 
focus on you as much as your four legged partner. Handlers 
cause as many lost points and non-qualifying scores as the 
dogs. I will admit though that I have yet to see a handler wan-
der off  following a scent trail of who knows what. 

“It is off to the specialty. Load up the crate. 

Have comfortable clothes and shoes for you...

By the way, don’t forget the dog.”
Mike Kriegel

Th e following article was written by Mike Kriegal, ring steward at the 2006 PBGVCA National in Sacramento, CA. 
Photographs by Bob Cohen.

Practice smoothness. Th e dog is not only listening to your 
commands, but watching your body language. Th e entire time 
in the ring they are getting cues from your arms, legs, and 
posture as much as your voice. Every move you make gives 
them some clue about what to do next. Get into a rhythm 
while heeling. Walk the same pace for the entire pattern. Th e 
exception, of course, is for the fast and slow. Some trainers use 
a metronome. I didn’t like those when I took organ lessons 
as a kid, and still don’t. A friend loves the Beatles. She picks 
a Beatles song for each of her dogs. She plays the song while 
heeling, and with each beat she takes a step. She will even 
practice walking to the music without the dog. Learn to walk 
a straight line. It is extremely diffi  cult for your dog to heel 
with someone who has trouble passing a fi eld sobriety test. In 
most places the ring is a rectangle. You can use the ring ropes 
or gates to help keep you straight. Th is aid doesn’t apply when 
showing in Mexico. I have had round, triangular, and just 
oddly shaped rings down there.

Training is done, or at least time has run out. It is off  to the 
specialty. Load up the crate. Have comfortable clothes and 
shoes for you. Bring treats, toys, and anything else necessary 
for rewarding your dance partner. By the way, don’t forget the 
dog. 

Th e morning of the show has arrived. Check out the ring. I 
prefer not set my crate up at the ring entrance, or right next 
to the ring. (Figure 1)  I’ve seen too many dogs just wander 
right off  to their crate. Often it is their happy spot, and a 
great place to hide. Also decide what to do with any family 
you brought along. Some dogs do fi ne with spouses, children, 
etc within sight. Others immediately run to that person the 
fi rst time the dog spies them. Check the order. When will you 
be in the ring? It is your responsibility to be ready to go when 
it is your turn. 
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Understand that the 
show committee has done 
everything in their power 
to make sure that the ring 
meets the size require-
ments, is clean, and as free 
of distractions as possible. 
Th ey can’t control every-
thing. In many years of 
showing I have had a tree 
fall on me, boys on bicycles 
chase my dog across the 
ring during the recall, 
assorted animals scamper 
through the ring, and 
heard a large assortment of 
loud startling noises. Very 
few of those noises have 
actually come from me. I 
don’t care what anyone else 
tells you.   

Figure 1  Max/Rufi e’s Crates-Note Location

Figure 2  Ready to Go in Ring

At some point before it is 
your turn, take the dog out 

to potty. Anytime a dog fouls 
the ring, it automatically 

receives a failing score. You 
know your dog. How long 
does it take to get them to 

do something? My daughter’s 
beagle MUST poop at 

least once before showing. 
Actually, he probably did 

that once while walking from 
the car to the ring. He will 

go at least twice more before 
leaving the show. We have 
another dog that seems to 
hold it in for most of the 
show weekend. She only 

goes if she just can’t hold it 
anymore. (Figure 2) 
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Before the fi rst dog goes into 
the ring the judge will give a 
demonstration of the heeling 
pattern. It is for your benefi t. 
Watch it. You don’t want to 
make the turns before the 
judge gives the command. 
On the other hand, you want 
to know what to expect and 
when to turn. Remember 
that smoothness stuff .

Th e judge has a picture of 
the perfect performance. Any 
deviation from that picture 
results in lost points. Th e 
further away from perfection, 
the more points are taken off . 
You start with 200 points. 
Your goal is to keep at least 
170 of those points, and earn 
more than half the points 
for each and every exercise. 
Th is will give you a qualify-
ing score towards your CD. 
(Figure 3)

It is your turn. Th e most important thing to remember at this point is that you require oxygen 
to survive. You must breathe while you are in the ring. Th e dog is depending on you not to 
make a fool of yourself by turning blue and passing out. Th e steward will bring you in to the 
start. Th e judge will make a little small talk, ask if you have any questions, and often remind 
you to breathe. 

Before every exercise the judge asks if you are ready. Take a moment. Look at your dog. Is the 
dog actually ready, or has some stray smell, noise, or whatever caused them to be in some other 
world? Are they sitting straight at your side? You are allowed to say no. Do not touch the dog. 
Do not use your hand, foot, ankle, shin, or any other body part to move that animal. Do not 
give a quick tug on the leash. If you do any of these, it will cost you points. Th e judge may 
warn you that you could be excused from the ring if you do it again. You can tell the dog to 
“sit straight”, or move a little to shift the dog’s position into a straight sit. Once you say “yes”, 
the judge gives the command “Forward”. Th e judge will score a dog that is not sitting, or 
already has a crooked sit.

Figure 3 Proper Heel Position
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Figure 4 Proper Loose Lead

Th e judge has given the forward command. It’s too late to 
run and hide now. Th e leash needs to be loose. Th e best way 
to determine this is to look at where the clasp attaches to the 
collar. Does the clasp point up or down? Down is loose. Up 
is tight, and will cost points. Give the heel command. You are 
allowed to say the dog’s name and your command. Th e name 
is not required though. You may use a hand signal instead. If 
a hand signal is used, you can NOT say the dog’s name fi rst. 
Step out with your left foot. Th is is the foot closest to the dog. 
It gives them a cue that they are supposed to move. Stay in 
the rhythm you practiced before. When doing the slow, you 
and the dog must actually go slower than your normal pace. 
For the fast, both you and the dog must break into a trot. 
Failure to do either of these will, of course, result in losing 
points. Don’t forget to breathe. When you get to the fi nal 
halt, the judge will say “exercise fi nished”. Now is the time to 
praise the dog. Get excited. Let you partner know they did a 
great job. Don’t look down and say “sit straight”. Never make 
the judge’s decision for them. Th at judge may have thought 
the sit borderline. No points were going to be deducted. As 
soon as you admitted the sit wasn’t straight, the points came 
off . (Figure 4)

Th e Figure 8 is next. You need to be aware of the same things 
as in the heel on leash. For most dogs, it is best to start by 
going around the post to the left. If you start to the right, you 
immediately walk away form your dog. For many this results 
in a lag (the dog falling back, out of heel position), and yes, 
points off . Be sure to give the dog enough room to walk when 
they are between you and the post. It is extremely diffi  cult 
for the dog to stay in heel position if they have to bump into 
the post. By this time you should almost be back to the point 
where breathing has again become automatic. 

Th e Stand For examination is a little diff erent than the other 
exercises. (Figure 5) Once you sit the dog, the judge will tell 
you to “stand your dog, and leave when you are ready”. Th is 
is an exercise worth 30 points. It is also one that you really 
want all of those points. You can touch the dog. You can help 
get the dog into a stand. Rough handling isn’t allowed. Make 
sure the feet are comfortable. Don’t stretch out the legs. Stand 
straight up. Be sure you are in heel position. You are allowed 
to say stay and give a hand signal to stay. Do NOT touch the 
dog when giving the stay command. Leave the dog, starting 
with your right foot. Th is is the foot furthest from the dog. It 
is a cue that they aren’t to follow. When you return be sure to 
return all the way to heel position. Th e most common errors 
on the stand are either not leaving from heel, or not return-
ing to heel position.  As the exercise is fi nished, the judge says 
those most dreaded words, “remove your leash, and give it to 
the steward”.

Figure 5 Stand for Examination



SABER TAILS  •  SPRING 2007  •  PBGV.ORG 20

As you make your way back to the starting point for the heel 
free (heel off  lead), you can guide your dog by the collar. Put 
your fi nger on the collar, and gently lead the dog. Don’t yank, 
tug, or pull. Get them into a straight sit, but remember all 
those warnings on the heel about using body parts to put the 
dog into the sit. Also do NOT use the collar to aid in sitting. 
Again look at the dog before saying you are ready. Th is is an-
other place to remember that most important thing – breathe.   
(Figure 6)  Th e heel free is the one exercise where you can 
give a 2nd command, and not receive a zero. Use it wisely, you 
only get the one. Be aware of what the dog is doing. Th is is 
the exercise where that scent trail can become very enticing. If 
they start to fall too far back, wander, or seem to get lost, tell 
them heel again. It is better to lose 2 to 5 points for the extra 
command, than to lose all 40 for not heeling. 

It is now on to the recall. (Figure 7) Th e individual exercises 
are almost complete. You haven’t stopped breathing. Again 
gently lead the dog from the end of the heel to the recall. 
Pay attention to the judge so you understand how the judge 
will give you the command to call you dog. Some will give 
a verbal “call your dog”. Some will point at you when they 
want you to give the command. Do not embarrass the dog by 
trying to back out of the ring when the judge points at you. 
Yes, I have seen it happen. When you leave the dog, step off  
with the right foot. Another cue not to follow immediately. 
Face the dog, and keep your hands at your side. Putting your 
hands in front, or behind, will result in points off . When 
you call do not bow to the dog, clap, or make any other odd 
movements. Stand straight and give the command. You may 
use a hand signal or voice. If you choose to use a hand signal, 
you may NOT say anything. If the command is verbal, it is 
your choice whether to include the name fi rst. 

Figure 6 Heel Off Lead

Figure 7 Finishing Recall
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Th e individual exercises are 
now fi nished. Be sure to check 
on how many dogs until it is 
time for the group exercises. 
As you line up in the ring, 
check the ground around your 
dog. Th e judge and steward 
checked the ring for foreign 
objects before the class started. 
Still check for rocks, pebbles, 
and other stuff . Th ink how 
you would feel if made to stay 
in a sit or down position with 
a rock lodged directly under 
your behind.  (Figure 8)  Be 
sure to leave from and return 
to heel position. Step off  with 
the right foot to give that cue 
to stay put. 

Remember that on the recall 
the hands must be at the side. 
Give the dog another cue to 
stay by crossing your arms in 
front of you, or putting them 
behind you in the at ease posi-
tion. Most dogs get very uneasy 
if you stare directly at them 
for the entire long sit and/or 
down. Look over their heads. 
While the judges say that the 
long sit is for 1 minute, (Figure 
9) and the long down is for 
three minutes, (Figure 10) it 
most defi nitely feels as if it is 
for hours. For me just stand-
ing there staring seems longer 
than when my mind is doing 
something.

I try to pass the time by count-
ing things. During the sit, I 
usually decide what group all 
the dogs belong in, and do a 
census of how many breeds 
from each group are in the 
ring. Th is doesn’t work at a 
PBGV specialty since all are in 
the hound group. I will fi nd 
something, anything, to count. 
I have counted stripes on the 
judge’s shirt, clouds in the sky, 
dots on the ceiling, anything. 

Figure 8 Judge Gives Instructions for Sits or Downs

Figure 9 Novice Long Sit

Figure 10 Novice Long Down
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After the groups are com-
plete, the judge will have 
told you whether or not you 
qualifi ed. Some will, and 
some won’t. (Figure 11) 

Figure 11 Rufi e  Qualifi ed

More importantly, you have survived. You were actually able to breathe.  I think I’m fairly 
safe in saying no trees fell on you, no kids on bikes chased your dog, and no wild animals 

wandered through the ring. Th e world didn’t end. Some of it was even fun. 
Your dog has reason to be proud of you. 
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Congratulations! (Figure 12).
You will need to get three (3) Green ribbons for your dog to be awarded a CD.

On to that CD, and maybe even start thinking about Open and Utility. 

Figure 12 Judge Presents First Green & Blue Ribbon

“Your dog has reason to be 
proud of you.

Congratulations!”




