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CONSIDERATIONS IN TRAINING THE OLDER HOUND 
This article is dedicated to Ch. Pepperhill ‘N Creek Maggie 
May CD. She was one of the first fifteen PBGVs to earn a 
Companion Dog title. Maggie was owned by George and 
Peggy Jensen. She passed away on February 26, 2005 from 
lung cancer just shy of her twelfth birthday when George had 
already started writing this article. She waited through many 
issues of Saber Tails before finally convincing George and his 
fellow authors to write an article about training older dogs. 
Maggie loved to train! She asked for her training sessions 
every day by barking furiously at George until he got up to get 
her training equipment. Although her lung capacity had 
severely diminished by the time George started writing, 
Maggie didn’t let on, leaving George and Peggy unaware that 
her condition was so bad. Maggie has joined the other PBGVs 
across The Rainbow Bridge where they all still love their 
training, and enthusiastically remember their happy days of 
participating in companion events and training around the 
house. 
 
In this article we will address considerations that one must 
look at when dealing with older dogs. Older PBGVs are in our 
households for many reasons. Some of them have completed 
their conformation careers, some arrived as rescue dogs, some 
became senior citizens by living with us as family 
companions. For whatever reason they’ve come into our 
homes, they need and want love and attention. We owe them 
long and healthy lives. The dogs also need tasks and chores to 
do or they will find their own ways to stay busy. And their 
ways might not be the ways we would prefer! One way to 
keep their gray cells working is to forever continue their 
training while staying within your PBGV’s physical abilities. 
This makes it enjoyable for you and your PBGV whether or 
not you intend to take them into the ring for obedience, rally, 
or other performance events. Training also provides the dog 
with needed attention and gives you, his owner, that important 
one-on-one time with your older dog.  
 
Training older PBGVs requires patience and creativity. It 
might only take just 10-20 minutes a day of formal training. 
Or, informal training can just be done casually throughout the 
days as a part of your dog’s routine. Most of the tools you 

need are found in our previous articles about training for the 
Companion Dog (CD) title, teaching tricks, learning to heel, 
coming, jumping, etc. The training might also include 
situations that could become useful at the veterinarian’s office 
(standing or lying extremely still on the examination table, 
taking oral medication without first wrapping it in food), or 
might involve preventing life-threatening dangers (coming 
immediately when called, dropping immediately and not 
following you across the busy road, crawling under debris 
caused by an earthquake) or practicing the body movements 
for the general well-being of the dog’s overall health like daily 
stretching and massaging and yoga.  

 
The Single Owner Older Dog 
Let’s talk about the older dog that has lived with us his entire 
life. Your PBGV is now approaching middle-age or older and 
you think that it may be fun to train Fido for obedience, 
agility, rally, or some other venue. You may have decided that 
Fido just needs to know a few tricks, or you might want to get 
him certified for doing therapy work. Or he needs his Canine 
Good Citizen award. Maybe he spends too much time on the 
couch and now needs a job to earn his living.  
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We need to consider several factors before we get too 
intensive in working with our PBGV. These factors would 
include his/her age, medical history, the dog’s formal and 
informal training, his phobias, likes, and dislikes. Also, dogs 
age more rapidly than humans and this equivalence is shown 
in the following table. 
 

Adult Size of Dog in Pounds 
1-20 lbs 20-50 lbs 59-90 lbs >90 lbs 
Dog’s Age Corresponding Human Age in Years 

6 40 42 45 49 
7 44 47 50 56 
8 48 51 55 64 
9 52 56 61 71 
10 56 60 66 78 
11 60 65 72 86 
12 64 69 77 93 
13 68 74 82 101 
14 72 78 88 108 
15 76 83 93 115 
16 80 87 99 121 
17 84 92 104  
18 88 96 109  
19 92 101 115  
20 96 105 120  

 
 
Since we’ve known this dog our entire lives though, these 
factors are generally known to us. But do evaluate and catalog 
his overall health condition in detail. Fido may have limited 
vision, or has become blind, experienced injuries or illness 
that limit his/her physical ability to perform certain 
movements, or may have become old enough where he just 
tends to forget some things. It would be unfair to ask a dog 
that has or has had hip dysphasia or back problems to jump 
heights where he might re-injure himself. There may be a 
hidden ailment that you are unaware of. Fido cannot tell you 
where he hurts or exactly how he feels so you need to be very 
observant and careful. His lack of desire to train or inability to 
perform a particular task might be caused by a physical 
symptom rather than Fido thumbing his nose at your 
command. Your PB may be losing his hearing so you will 
need to become creative and use or develop your own ways 
that take advantage of his other senses such as vision or smell. 
Or you may have started training by one method and changed 
your procedure. Fortunately, while you’re training these PBs 
you may be able to relate his refusal or inability to perform to 
some conditions that you already know about. If your PBGV 
had initially been a pet, you unwittingly may have overlooked 
some behaviors that you now want to change. As we stated in 
our last article, dogs learn to generalize behavior pretty 
quickly because they are efficient learners. This is also true for 
older dogs and since you are their person they want to please 
you if they can. Quick generalization of behavior and being 

efficient learners can be used as Fido’s motivation for 
learning.  
 
The cataloging process, either on paper or in your mind, 
should include Fido’s health history, his training history, his 
likes and dislikes, what turns him/her on, etc. Detail is 
important in the cataloging process; it will help you identify 
his limitations and/or weaknesses. The limitations or 
weaknesses might be ones you want to avoid in order to 
reduce stress to the dog. Or, they might become the areas you 
work on more specifically. His health history will determine 
whether he can learn to maneuver his body in certain ways, or 
if his legs are too weak to jump low barriers. Have any mouth 
issues caused him to stop carrying items that will prevent you 
from teaching him to retrieve? Have any loud noises 
traumatized him to the point of not being able to work or 
function in an environment of such noises? All the training he 
has already had needs to be noted including the methods that 
you have used and your philosophy about training. What gets 
your PBGV excited? Was it only certain treats that he now 
can’t eat due to dietary restrictions? Can you find alternative 
treats like toys or fake fur pelts that he’d be willing to work 
for? By cataloging his health history, training, and other 
factors you can begin to think about the training methods, 
goals, and outcomes that are fun and the best for your PBGV 
and you. Also, it gives you essential information that will 
allow you to design a comfortable training program that can 
be fun and interesting for both of you.  
 
Another item to evaluate is your relationship with Fido. Your 
daily strong pack leadership skills are important in giving Fido 
the information he needs that will tell him what’s in it for him. 
Because he is what he is, he is always asking why he should 
do what you want him to do instead of sniffing the ground, 
investigating a toy, barking at his neighbor, chasing that 
squirrel/rabbit, or having fun creating havoc. Your PBGV 
probably knows you better than you know him/her. He/she can 
read you like a book! And because he is always reading your 
actions he may mistake some to mean something different 
than what you intended. Your relationship with the dog is one 
of the strongest factors that determines how willing Fido will 
be to work with you or against you. A really good relationship 
is one where Fido is willing to learn and wants to train. 
 
So how do you get the older dog to do what you ask? Be 
humble. Use lots of patience, gentle help, kindness, and no 
rough or harsh treatment. Harsh treatment is something you 
may have to define for yourself as it relates specifically to 
your dog. For some soft dogs who lack the self-confidence to 
attempt new things or don’t know how to learn or are 
uncomfortable trying, just the lack of praise could indicate to 
them that their owner is not pleased. PBs who do have the 
confidence to think for themselves will wonder why you’re 
bothering them, and procrastinate about doing your request. 
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He/she may avoid you by playing “keep away”, hide, stay at a 
distance, look for other ways to have fun at your expense, 
especially if they sense that it rattles you. Remember that your 
dog knows you better than you know your dog. So challenge 
your dog! Do something your dog least expects! Be creative! 
Do some of your training seriously and some that is fun, wild 
and crazy! Become PBGV-like! 
 
Case Studies of Training Older Dogs 
George Jensen has a 14-year old PBGV Jake that knows 
George’s routine in the morning. George eats breakfast, 
watches the news, spends time at the computer. By this time of 
the day Jake is looking for George and barking to get George’s 
attention to go training. The rest of the dog pack take this as 
the signal and also assemble nearby to join in on the fun. 
While George begins to set up the training area Jake is literally 
bouncing and barking in anticipation. During winter months 
the training is done in the house with simple apparatus (small 
jumps, cones, etc.). George just pushes a few pieces of 
furniture out of the way and the training zone appears! When 
it is warm enough, training is done in the front yard using 
larger equipment.  
 
Because Jake has had a serious disease that rendered damage 
to his spinal cord, his training is limited to heeling, jumping 
heights limited to four inches, getting the dumbbell, and some 
tricks such as high five (shake hands), getting the treat off his 
nose, say (speak), down, etc. He is not asked to sit up, beg or 
roll over. Jake is almost blind and is hard of hearing and is 
beginning to forget, but his nose still works well. Knowing 
this, George also tailors Jake’s training to take advantage of 
Jake’s still-competent sniffing skills.  
 

Up until the day before her passing, the Jensen’s other senior 
citizen, Maggie, enthusiastically continued to train every day. 
She had had several surgeries that took their toll on her 
jumping abilities, and so often times couldn’t jump or couldn’t 

jump very high. But she barked loudly in anticipation of/and 
during the training! Maggie’s skills were limited to what she 
could do on a given day, and how she felt, despite her 
progressing cancer. Training for Jake and Maggie is/was the 
high point of their day and they ask for it by making sure that 
George doesn’t forget!  
 
Rescues, Inherited Dogs, etc. 
Rescued and older dogs that arrive in our homes later in their 
lives add additional considerations to those outlined above. 
Often times there’s little available knowledge about their 
health history. Their health can affect the dog’s willingness 
and ability to perform. These dogs might often misunderstand 
our actions, voice and tone-level, or body language because of 
previous events and experiences in their lives. Depending on 
their individual situation rescued dogs usually require a lot of 
specialized handling, nurturing and understanding in order to 
be safely integrated into a household with an existing dog 
pack. (The few sentences we’ve written here are not intended 
as being the single approach of how to achieve a successful 
integration. The integration process would probably be a 
completely separate lengthy process that would have already 
taken place prior to starting any re-training of the dog as 
outlined here.) Rescues may have had several different owners 
and therefore may be confused by their current owners’ 
movements or routines. The dogs may just be afraid. Some 
may not recognize us when we put on a cap, coat, or other 
clothing. Others may have been mistreated or punished 
abusively in some manner and therefore react defensively by 
growling, biting or barking (the fight instinct) or by showing 
submission by rolling on their side and urinating, or they may 
just sit and look at you blankly (the freeze instinct). He/she 
may avoid you by running away, hiding, or keeping at a 

distance (the flight instinct). In some cases that PB might not 
have ever received any training at all except to perhaps be 
housebroken. Even then, there may be a problem when 
housebreaking was badly handled or if the PBGV has been a 
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kennel dog who has been left outside all of its life. So what 
can you do?  
 
First, use patience, help and kindness in training. Find out all 
that you can about that PBGV and his behaviors by watching 
him react to the world he now lives in. Take him to your 
veterinarian for a thorough examination. Your vet may find 
something that will affect his ability to learn or move in 
certain ways. If nothing physically negative is found during 
the examination spend lots of time observing how it reacts to 
you, your moves, body language, and spoken language. Also 
observe as you take your dog into situations like the park, in a 
car, meeting other people, dogs, animals. Does it show signs 
of submission, fear, timidity, trembling, aggression? Or does it 
display confidence, happiness, and excitement? Be aware of 
signs that indicate the dog is timid, frightened or aggressive. 
These will indicate that you need to be aware that special 
training will be appropriate. Or, is it responsive and wags its 
whole tail wildly, but maybe is very aloof? Alternatively, 
rapid wagging of just the tail tip could also indicate “keep 
your distance” or aggression. Is the dog afraid of just men or 
just women? Will it accept food? Does it grab the food or take 
it gently? All of these factors need to be considered relative to 
how the dog is treated and handled in the household and when 
training. How does the newcomer react to other animals in the 
household? A list of your on-going observations will help you 
identify this dog’s behaviors and can be useful when training.  
 
Now it’s time to start developing a relationship with the 
newcomer. It is not a cute blank-slate puppy, but an adult dog 
with a history of certain kinds of experiences that needs love 
and attention. Spend time with the PBGV just sitting, petting 
it, and talking to it. Start teaching it to come to you. When 
teaching it to come be very gentle, and if it responds to treats, 
just place the treat on the floor close in front of you at first. 
Later offer the treat from your hand and if your rescue Fido 
takes it repeat this many times before moving on. Use the 
words “come for dinner” emphasizing the word “come” at 
feeding time as an incentive. Use treats or a toy that the dog 
really likes and use that as a tool to gain the dog’s attention. 
Also teach it simple tricks first like shaking hands, sitting up, 
spinning. Teach it to pay attention to you and the other 
members of your family. By doing this you help the dog gain 
confidence. Be consistent in the use of words for what you 
want your dog to do. Keep in mind that there will be setbacks 
because the inherited or rescue PBGV might have come with 
baggage, and your movements, body language, or commands 
may remind him of something in his previous life that meant 
danger, threat, or something to fear. 
 

George & Peggy took in a 14-year old rescue named G. All 
they really knew about her was that she was a hunting pack 
leader, was a French champion, and lived outside all of her life 
until she came to the United States. Since then she has become 
a pet in a household with many dogs. When she first arrived 
into the Jenson household for a temporary visit she would 
barely come to Peggy and was afraid of George. At the end of 
her three-month stay, she would come for Peggy, but still not 
for George. Now that she has been with Peggy and George 
permanently for several months, she has learned to come to 
both Peggy and George when she’s called in a very gentle 
way. She has also learned to give “fives” (shake hands), get 
the treat off of her nose and is learning to heel. She has 
learned to sit and wait at her designated floor spot for 
dinnertime like the rest of the pack, and knows what “cookie” 
means. There are still some situations where she carries 
baggage from her past and those may be with her forever. 
These situations are indicated by her sudden shyness or 
unexpected reaction so the Jensens have to be aware and think 
of what may have caused it. For instance, some types of 
swinging doors, sudden movements (particularly by George), 
sharp noises, and unexpected events cause her to hesitate, 
skitter or just crumble to the floor. However, she will come to 
George for petting, getting her ears scratched, and other loving 
activities. She also follows Peggy around and loves to just be a 
pet. George and Peggy have found that by working slowly and 
carefully she is becoming more confident and able to 
emotionally handle the world she now lives in. 
 
Other Useful and Fun Things to Teach Older PBGVs or 
Rescues 
The following ideas have been useful for the humans and fun 
for our PBs to do. These skills were initially taught as parts of 
formal training for the obedience competition ring. However, 
once your dog understands some of the basic commands like 
sitting and retrieving, the commands can be customized so that 
they transfer to other actions. This will increase the dog’s 
vocabulary and his ability to help you around the house.  
 
There are many useful and fun things we can do with our older 
dogs to keep them actively using their brains and feeling 
important. These same things can also be taught to younger 
dogs to help reinforce behaviors that will eventually be used in 
rally or obedience competition or in everyday household 
living. One really useful behavior is retrieving. Once Fido 
understands how to retrieve or find something he can be 
taught to retrieve pretty much anything. This action can be 
expanded to differentiate between various items (newspaper, 
slippers, dustpan, and key ring) and finding specific items 
before bringing them.  
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Teressa has taught Nara to “Bring the ‘mote”. (Nara is neither 
a rescued dog nor an older dog. However, she has learned 

several practical tasks that are useful to her mom, Teressa. 
Nara asked that we describe these tasks in this article because 
she knows it would be helpful to her fellow PB owners to also 
teach these to their dogs.) This teaching happened accidentally 
one time when Nara learned that bringing the remote control 
resulted in exuberant praise and cookies. Nara caught on 
quickly. Dogs certainly are efficient learners! The next step 
was to teach Nara how to find the remote and then bring it. 
This find-and-bring feature can be very useful if you have a 
housemate who leaves that TV remote somewhere other than 
its designated spot in the living room. This behavior can be 
easily expanded to bringing the phone (which could prove 
very useful someday in an emergency situation), bringing the 
leash, finding the glove that was dropped in the driveway or 
picking up coin you see on the sidewalk.  
 
Here’s how Teressa taught Nara to do laundry. Nara already 
understood the concept of retrieving so all Teressa had to do 
was put it into a different context and add a couple of new 
behaviors. Teressa tied a toy to the handle of the drier door 
and encouraged Nara to tug it. Nara quickly caught on to how 
fun it was to tug and open the door She was then asked to 
“bring it”, and every piece of clothing she brought to Teressa 
earned her a small treat. Think how helpful this will be when 
your back hurts and you don’t want to bend over to pull out 
the clothes from the back of the dryer! This routine works 
pretty well for Teressa and Nara although occasionally the 
bring-and-fold routine disintegrates into a brief game of “Steal 
the sock and catch me if you can!”, but no one said household 
chores had to be dull and boring! To teach Nara to close the 
door Teressa put a target (piece of tape) just out of reach on 
the top part of the door and asked Nara to “touch it”. Nara 
already knew the concept that “touch” meant to poke 
something with her nose. Since she couldn’t reach the target 
with her nose she jumped up and accidentally hit the door with 

her paws. For this she got a reward! The behavior was 
renamed as “hit it”. So now Nara jumps up and slams the door 
closed when the laundry chores are done! 
 
Another mealtime example can be taken from Teressa’s dog 
pack consisting of two German Shepherds and Nara the 
PBGV. Nara usually finishes eating her meals first. She 
initially had the bad habit of running over to the other dogs’ 
bowls and stealing from them. This resulted in growling and 
other undesirable behavior from all involved. Rather than 
yelling or correcting everyone Teressa asked Nara to bring her 
bowl to mom for dessert. By the time Nara retrieved her bowl 
and received a treat the other dogs had finished their meals. A 
much more peaceful meal and all of the undesirable behavior 
has stopped. German Shepherds caught on to the dessert trick 
idea. They have now also learned to bring their bowls. The 
added benefit is that Teressa no longer has to bend down to 
pick up dog bowls!  
Teaching the Retrieve  
Some dogs are born retrievers; some aren’t. Some are willing 
to carry anything in their mouths, some won’t carry items 
made of certain materials. Some dogs that have joined your 
family in their later years may previously have been 
discouraged from ever putting anything into their mouths, but 
now you’d like them to fetch the newspaper. Teaching the 
retrieve can be done easily if it’s broken down into tiny little 
pieces of learning. We’ll first assume that the dogs don’t have 
health-related issues with picking up and putting things into 
their mouths. Ingrida went through the following retrieve-

teaching process when Caffrey joined the family. She noticed 
that he never carried toys or anything else in his mouth. 
Knowing that he’d need the retrieving skills for his obedience 
competition career, she used this very detailed method on him.  
 
Ingrida first decided that initially she would have to reward 
Caffrey for anything that he picked up and carried even if in 
the beginning it was something that later would be off-limits 
(ie, stolen items!). This would provide the consistency of 
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teaching Caffrey to pick up and carry things in his mouth. If 
there were items he truly wasn’t even to consider picking up, 
family members had to be vigilant about not leaving them 
where he could access them. So, for instance, whenever 
Caffrey stole a sock or shoe Ingrida would follow Caffrey to 
praise him while the item was still in his mouth. She would 
immediately offer a treat. Caffrey would drop what he had 
stolen to get the treat. There was no praise or reward for 
releasing or dropping the item because the first teaching phase 
involved only picking up and carrying, not releasing or letting 
go of the item. Soon Caffrey thought the game of stealing to 
earn cookies was worth playing more often! Ingrida let him 
play this game for a few weeks; sometimes even encouraging 
it by planting soft toys in the living room so that he’d have 
something to steal and carry. As the days progressed he 
learned that bringing just one toy over to trade for a treat 
wasn’t enough; he now had to bring two toys to earn the one 
treat. 
 
Then Ingrida’s teaching plan changed. She attached a leash to 
Caffrey, and tossed a soft toy within his reach. He scrambled 
to pick it up, but he couldn’t play the keep-away game. The 
leash was used to prevent him from playing the game his way. 
Ingrida now controlled the game by using the leash that only 
allowed him a short distance to run around. This minimized 
the running around part that previously Caffrey had controlled. 
The first time that he promptly brought the toy back to Ingrida 
instead of running at the end of the short leash earned him a 
HUGE reward (which Ingrida always kept in her pocket 
whenever she played this game in order to be prepared as soon 
as this breakthrough in learning occurred) This immense 
reward firmly planted the idea in his mind that returning the 
item to Ingrida was well worth the effort. Ingrida only did one 
more repetition of the game that day after his first huge 
reward. Then she picked up the toy, unclipped his leash, and 
walked away. Game Over. He was left wondering why the fun 
stopped and why there was no huge reward. The game was 
repeated, Ingrida’s way, several more times over the next 
week or so, on the leash, to cement the idea of retrieving. Then 
they progressed to using longer leashes. Caffrey was always 
on leash until the retrieving action was nearly 100% reliable in 
all environments with lots of distractions. However, the food 
was always used. Caffrey’s commitment to retrieving also 
increased as he was required to perform more than one 
repetition to earn the one treat. 

 
If your dog has issues with picking up and carrying things in 
his mouth, needs retraining that helps him understand that it’s 
ok to put things in his mouth, or just doesn’t know how to 
carry something and walk at the same time, here’s a process 
that would precede what was described above for Caffrey. 
This will help your dog learn to pick up and carry things in his 
mouth. This process might be viewed by some readers as 
being painfully slow, but it’s interesting to watch the dog learn 
to understand that you want him to pick up the article. The 
teaching phase involves rewarding the effort, not the entire 
successful action of picking up the item and carrying it. Later 
you can gradually increase the distance that the item has to be 
carried to you in order for the dog to earn the reward.  
 
We’ll use our fictitious dog, Spot, for this case study. Spot 
grew up in a family where he wasn’t allowed to put things in 
his mouth. He is somewhat timid and shy, and not a big risk-
taker so he never got in trouble by investigating or trying new 
things. Spot doesn’t know how to pick up items and carry 
them. He never learned to steal clothing or food or to play the 
keep-away game in his previous household. Spot now lives 
with you, and you want to assign him the daily task of fetching 
the newspaper so that you don’t have to go outside in the rain. 
 
We’ll start by teaching Spot to fetch something that will be 
easy for him to pick up and carry. It will be something soft 
and pleasant to hold in his mouth so that it won’t immediately 
turn him off from this fun game he’ll be learning. So we 
choose an old sock tied into a soft knot. It might help to rub 
your own scent on it initially to overcome any laundry 
detergent smells that he might find offensive. Put some really 
good treats in your pocket and a few in your hand. In a quiet 
part of the house, away from any other distractions and noises, 
drop the sock on the ground so that Spot notices. He’s not on 
leash. If Spot even looks at the sock from across the room, 
gently praise him and feed him a treat. Pick up the sock. Try 
one, maybe two, more repetitions of this, and then stop. That’s 
the end of that day’s training session. You’ve left this 
quizzical question in his mind about why he gets fed really 
special treats just because he looks at the sock. GOOD! This is 
what we want him to wonder.  
 
At Spot’s next training session your setup is the same as 
before (Same part of the house with minimal distractions. 
Drop the sock on the ground so that Spot notices. He’s not on 
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leash. Same wonderful food.) Do not add or change any of 
these setup variables so that Spot keeps focusing on only the 
sock and the food. Spot might be willing to get closer to the 
sock this time, maybe not. Again, gently praise him and 
reward the effort of creeping closer to the sock. After one or 
two more repetitions, pick up the sock and Game Is Over! You 
want Spot to believe that there’s something magical about this 
sock. The sock equates with praise and the very special food. 
Continue this same setup over the next several training 
sessions. You’re looking for Spot to exhibit increased 
curiosity about the sock, increased speed with which he 
approaches the sock, or Spot closing the distance between him 
and the sock. For some dogs this progress might be in micro 
small steps, but given his initial lack of carrying or retrieving 
skills, every tiny piece of progress Spot makes is skill he 
didn’t have before. Eventually he will get to the sock. 
 
Spot’s next big goal is to actually touch the sock. Be prepared 
with a HUGE reward when he does do that. After that he 
might actually try to lick it, put his mouth over it, or pick it up. 
Each of these accomplishments would deserve the HUGE 
reward. Remember to keep Spot wanting to play this game by 
only doing two or three repetitions during any one training 

session. Keep him wondering why he’s getting fed the really 
special treats just because he starts playing with the sock.  
Summary 
If all you wish for is that your PBGV be a good companion 
and be able to do a few tricks, this article’s outline and 
suggestions might be as far as you need to go with the training 
process. Be watchful of opportunities like Teressa had with 
Nara and the TV remote to spot the opportunity of teaching 
your PB to do something useful. However, if you wish to 
begin participating in American Kennel Club companion dog 
events you need to read the rules applying to those particular 
events so that you can carefully choose venues where your 

PBGV can still perform successfully. You should also take a 
careful look at your previous training methods and consider 
alternatives based on your aging dog’s abilities. If you decide 
that you need help from a professional dog trainer, the 
information you have developed by the cataloging process will 
enable you to choose a trainer who can help you and Fido 
accomplish your goals while staying within your PBGV’s 
physical abilities.  
 
If any of the readers have comments on this article or any of 
our other articles, or have questions you’d like us to answer, 
we would like to hear from you. You can contact us by e-mail 
at the addresses below.  

Happy Training! 
George Jensen pbgv@3-cities.com 
Teressa Keenan rioghail@msn.com 

Ingrida Robinson gordon.j.robinson@comcast.net 


